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To Mrs. RO D DAM. 


MADAM, 


Contrary to the general cuſ- 
tom of dedicators, I ſhall not 
extol thoſe virtues in you, which 
already ſhine in the meridian 
of unſpotted luſtre ; nor by an 
inadequate deſcription of them, 
offend the delicacy of your feel- 
ings, which have ever ſignalized 
you as the friend of virtue. 

If the following trifle, (and 
I cannot preſume to call it by 


any other name) ſhould be for- 
3 tunately 


Sy; 
tunately worthy your attention, 
and afford you the leaſt enter- 
tainment in a leiſure hour, when 
retired from ſcenes of polite 
life, the ſtandard of its worth 
will be thence made known, and 
effectually ſcreen me from the 
cenſure of thoſe who may envy 
me the honor and happineſs of 
thus being 
Moſt humbly and obediently, 


MADAM, 
Your reſpectful, 


And much obliged Servant, 
JAMES YEO. 
| K 
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Ir is ſuppoſed that Novels were ori- 
ginally introduced as a relief of qur 
ſevere attention to ſcieace and truth; 
and in proportion as mankind pro- 
greſſively became luxurious, vdlup- 
tuous and effeminate, the ſubjects of 
them have proved inexbauſtible.— 
The 


mr. ko 
The manners and cuſtoms of the 
world; the virtues and vices, the 
paſſions and propenſities of the hu- 
man being, whether ariſing from the 


impulſes of nature, habit, education, 


or depravity, form a never-failing 


ſource, from whence the Novelliſt 
draws all his food, and ſtrives, in va- 


rious ways to exhibit the chart of 
HUMAN NATURE. 


But, as if ſome demon were ever 
deſtined to ſow tares among the pu- 
reſt wheat, what was thus originally 
de- 


CW.) 
deſigned to inſtru and entertain, 
thro' the medium of a novel, either 
under an allegory, an apologue, a 
hiſtory, or a tale, has often been 
abuſed to the ends of groſs licentiouſ- 
neſs, in ſubject and compoſition ; as 
if the ſole object were the glory of 
vice, and the happineſs of vicious 
characters; the triumph of the 
wicked, and the ſorrow of the vir- 


tuous, 


Alike do the authors of all pretend 


to convey thro' them, ſome moral 


inſtruc- 


Pr E 

inſtruction ; yet ſo corrupted are their 
channels, that the mind, allured by 
fallacy, and empaſſioned by the glow 
of words, collects contagion from their 
premiſes, not in the power of their 
concluſions to deſtroy. 


It has, therefore, long been la- 
mented, that the publication of no- 
vels in general has occaſioned many 
of thoſe misfortunes which attend the 
fairer ſex in the tendereſt years of 
their lives. The youthful mind, as 
it is capable of the moſt ſenſible im- 

| preſſions, 


(x ) 
preſſions, is frequently corrupted by 
the diſtorted writings of romance; 


and ſeeking amuſement from the 
promiſed banquet, has miſtaken plea- 
ſure in diſguiſe, for the ſimplicity of 
all her ſatisfaction. To theſe deceit- 
ful productions is owing, in a great 
meaſure, the loſs of duty in a daugh- 
ter to her affectionate parents, and 
all her ſubſequent wretchedneſs, for 
deviating from that road of conduct 
which, if faithfully and ſincerely pur- 
ſued, would have inſured to her every 
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(xii 
comfort as a child, and every con- 


ſcious pleaſure as a woman. 


To what, but the generality of 
novels, are we to aſcribe the debauch- 
ery of ſo many beautiful women ?— 
who, tho' they ſhine the firſt and 
faireſt in external ſhow of pleaſure, 
carry in their hearts the ſad teſti- 
mony, that it is not in the power of 
affluence or diſſipation to make re- 
paration for their innocence and vir- 
tue loſt! To what elſe aſcribe the 
many living monuments of what wo- 


men 


( xm. } 
men ONCE were, to be met with in 
various parts of the community, earn- 
ing a miſerable ſubſiſtence by pro- 
miſcuous proſtitution! Such publi- 
cations give a zeſt to the fluggiſh 
appetite for intrigue, fornication, and 
adultery, and pave the way to the 
completion of all. They ſet the in- 
fant mind on fire, and conſume it by 
their flames; when, alas! reaſon and 
reflection too late make their deli- 
berating pauſe, and force the penitent 
delinquent, as well to figh at what 


ſhe 


( xiv ) 


ſhe is, as to iniquity faintly and trem- 
blingly cry out, ſtop ! 


To an abhorrence, then, of no- 
vels of ſuchevil tendency, which like 
malked batteries ſteal on the enemy 
by ſurpriſe, and effect their baneful 
purpoſes by diſſeminating in nur- 
ſeries, ſchools and families, the ſeeds 
of evil—to an abhorrence of the de- 
pravity of their authors, who ſeem to 
delight in inflaming the paſſions, and 
raifing, in ductile minds, a love of 


roman- 


180 
romantic ſtory—is the following tale 
indebted. 


It had its riſe in India, among a 
people whoſe cuſtoms and manners, 
tho' peculiar, and ridiculous in the 


eſtimation of many in the weſtern 
world, are nevertheleſs friendly to 
piety, and grateful to the name of 
Gop :—and the author, animated in 
the cauſe of virtue, under whole be- 
nign influence mankind alone can be 
happy, now oppoſes it to the more 
common effuſions of the preſs, in the 


artleſs 


( xvi ) 


artleſs ornaments of innocence, forti- 


tude, reſignation, and conſtancy. 


It boaſts not of plot to intereſt the 
curious and impertinent ; nor of de- 
nouement to gratify thoſe who pry 
into books of ſecrets, for no other 
purpoſe than to diſcover ſome human 
failing, ſome diſaſtrous frailty, ſome 
miſadventure, which charity herſelf 
bluſhes to ſee expoſed, and humanity 
is inclined to hide from the glaring 


face of day. 


( xvii ) 

While there are readers who can 
receivedelight and improvement from 
the affecting and natural pens of 
Fielding, Smollet, De Foe, Morel, 
and Hawkeſworth—Gueulette, Mar- 
montel, and Le Sage, who in various 
modes of ſatyr, narration, and hiſtory, 
have opened the ways of men; com- 
municating, without corrupticn, a 
moral inſtruction throughout; this 
ale attempts to hold forth patience in 
her brighteſt colours, and as the more 
deſcriptive Shakeſpear expreſſes it, 
* ſitting on a monument ſmiling at 

b « grief; 
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( xviii ) 


te grief ;” until by an undaunted per- 
ſeverance in difficulty, ſhe meet an 
ample compenſation in the union of 
OMAR and ZEMIRA, 


If it breathe an air of melancholy, | 
or is turgidly written, it is becauſe | 
the life of the Orientaliſts is ſolitary 
and juſtifies the ſeriouſneſs of its lan- 
guage, which is calculated to draw 
attention to the favqurite ſubject of 
tranſmigration, in contradiſtinction to 
the follies and vanities of more con- 


vivial and contaminating prints. 


It | 


6 
It is true, the tale is heathen; but 
in this the author is not alone: ſome 
of the firſt writers of the age having 
paced their pens in the heathen road 
before him, with a view of impart- 
ing to the public, uſeful and pleaſing 


leſſons. 


To thoſe who may object to a 
book that contains ſcenes of tranſ- 
migration, it may be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that the inhabitants of the Eaſt 
are not leſs diſtinguiſhed for the 
beauty of their language, than the 


b 2 moral 


[oo } 


moral tendency of their writings, 
which diſplay virtue in engaging, 
tho' romantic colours, and captivate 


the heart, 


And after all that has been ſaid to 
the contrary, Tranſmigration is not 
that abſurdity that many would have 
it; nor was it taught by Pythagoras 


in the ſenſe that is vulgarly repre- 


we 


ſented. That great philoſopher, that 
common friend to learning and to 
men, who was an ornament to the 
Grecian empire ; who opened the 

human 


ö 
I 


( a } 

human mind, and debaſed ſenſuality ; 
who tempered all pleaſure with pro- 
fit, and promoted the honour of 
God and all Nature, could never har- 
bour, in the common acceptation, ſo 
prepoſterous a notion as that of tranſ- 
W He believed in it agree- 
able to the light of reaſon; and (as 
hath been before obſerved) that there 
is a germinating virtue thrown from 
the celeſtial bodies by the medium of 
air, and transfuſed into every part of 
the creation; which virtue impreg- 
nating a human body, whether at the 

b 3 >”. — 
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time of generation, or after, forms 
the ſenſitive ſpirit, diſtin from the 
rational; fo that it performs all the 
animal functions of life, and appears 
not an improper medium between the 
divine immortal ray, and groſs mat- | 
ter; for that on the annihilation of 
the body, it is let looſe in the air, 
which is its proper receptacle, and 1s 
therein made active again, in order to 
impregnate new matter; whereby 
the true idea of tranſmigration re- 
lates not to the rational ſoul, which, 
on its ſeparation, goes immediately 


into 


( al . 
into the hand of him who gave it, 
according to the heathen doQtrine, or 
into the boſom of Abraham, accord- 
ing to holy writ, wherein it is ſuſ- 
pended until the reſurrection : but to 
the ſenſiti ve ſpirit, a different part of 
man, the copula between his foul 


and body; and when broken or diſ- 


ſolved, it vaniſhes in the air, without 
being loſt; from whence, in the 
changes of nature, it deſcends and vi- 


yifnes other bodies. 


The 


( 
The promiſcuous uſe of the terms 
foul and ſpirit, which are ſynoni- 
mous, have led the ignorant to miſ- 
take the doctrine of Pythagoras, 
which properly underſtood, merits 
univerſal admiration for the tender- 
neſs it inſpires, and the humanity it 
inculcates. 
The author having choſen this 
kind of writing, for a tale which cor- 


reſponds with the prevailing notions 
of the Eaſt, where he reſided a few 
years in the court of a Prince, he 


has 


( xxv ) 


has humbly attempted to ſoothe, not 
taint; to compoſe, not agitate, the 
well-diſpoſed minds of his readers, 
by ſhewing thro' ſcenes of innocence 
the fixed reliance of the Aſiatics in 
the operations of Fate. 


He acknowledges, with ſatisfac- 
tion, that unacquainted as he is with 
the buſineſs of the preſs, or literary 
compoſition z; and deſirous alſo that 
what he had written ſhould be pub- 
liſhed with as much accuracy as the 
ſubject would admit of, —he is par- 

ticularly 


ticularly obliged to a much · eſteemed 
friend and acquaintance, Mr. M. 
Dawes, (a gentleman of the law) 


( xwi ) 


for material affiſtance in preparing 
it for public peruſal ; and claiming 
the plan and delineation of the ſtory, 
he owes to the kindneſs and libe- 
rality of that gentleman, the various 
additions, re-touches, and emen- 
dations, made throughout, as it now 
appears: particularly this Preface, 
and the Appendix, ſubjoĩned to the 
Tale. 


( xxvii ) 


Such, therefore, as it is, it awaits 
the ſuperior judgement of its readers 
in general, and of Mrs. Ropp A in 
particular; under whoſe very con- 
deſcending and obliging permiſſion, 
and patronage, it is with ſupreme 
pleaſure moſt reſpectfully dedicated. 


O ſooner had the ſun retired 
behind the crimſon curtains of 
the weſt; and Cynthia with her 


#therial train adorned the canopy of 


heaven; than Omar, having firſt 
WE 2 heart, 


( 2 ) 
turned his face towards Mecca, fell 
proſtrate on the ground, and offered 


up the evening incenſe of a pious | 


heart, to the great Author of life 
and heat, whoſe providence ſupplies 
the wants of mankind, from the fer- 
tile banks of Indus, to the frozen and 


remoteſt regions of the north. 


| Impreſſed with a ſenſe of | divine 
protection, he purſued his way to- 
wards a neighbouring moſque, con- 
ſecrated to Alla*, and the memory 


of his deceaſed progenitors. 
* God. 


It 


= 
It was ſituated in the center of an 
extenſive grove, where no corrupted 
foot dare enter; and where ſerenity 
and contemplation took up their holy 
habitation. 


The filver rays of Cytheria, which 
were frequently interrupted by the 


waving of the trees (through which 
they ſhone) added awe to folitude, 
and gave that unſpeakable pleaſure 
to the mind of Omar, which inno- 
cence alone can taſte in the ſolemn 


manſions of nocturnal reſt, 


B 2 When 


. 


When he caſt his eyes on the mau- 


ſoleum of his anceſtors, his heart bent 
in reverence to the glimmering lamps 
that watched around their aſhes, and 
diſpelled from his breaſt the trifling 
and tranſitory pleaſures of this life, 
which oftner obſtruct than ſmooth 
our paſſage to the grave. Conſider- 
ing himſelf as ſurrounded by ztherial 
ſpirits, he wrapt his head in his man- 
tle, as a ſymbol of his own unwor- 
thineſs; and ſtretching himſelf on the 
ground continued filent, fearful 


ſpeaking in the company of tho: 
whoſe 


($3 
whoſe moſt ardent ſervices are impure 
in the fight of Alla. 


In this ſituation he remained, till 
a reverend Derviſe (whoſe turn it was 
to trim the fading lamps) eſpied 
him ; and though his grey hairs were 
not witneſs to any wilful fin, and by 
long abſtinence and prayer he had 
rendered himſelf ſacred amongſt 
men, yet he ſtarted at the fight of 


Omar, unknowing who he was, or 
how to interrupt him in the ſolemn 
duty of devotion, 


Omar 


161 
Omar having thus offered up a 


more acceptable prayer than words 
can utter, exclaimed 


+» - . 
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Hail ſolitude, thou nurſe of all our woe; 

By thee diſtreſs and pale affliction's fled ; 

Till they appear huge mountains in our eyes, 
Thou mak ſt the airy ſhadow look like ſubſtance, 
And bring'ſt chimera's body to our view. 


— 
Hf — 
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He then aroſe, and ſeeing the Der- 
viſe, he was about to fall at his feet. 
* My ſon, cried the hoary ſage, 
whoe'er thou art, the ſituation I be- 
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held thee in, renders thy viſit wel- 
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come ; few amongſt the giddy and 
| un- 
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unthinking crowd of mortals ever 
explore this ſeat of ſolitude, or bend 
in ſecret the knee of adoration.” 


To which Omar, after bowing to 
the earth, anſwered, *© Sacred a- 


mongſt men; pardon thou the ſins 


Jof the ſinful, who has thus dared to 


obtrude his unhallowed feet within 
this holy moſque, and to offer up at 
its altar, his impure acknowledg- 
ments to Alla. I am of the offspring 
and ſeed of Hatnet, whoſe virtues 
like the dews of heaven covered the 


B 4 earth 


2 

earth with bleſſings, and whoſe aſhes 
lie within yon ſolemn urn: to viſit 
his manes am I come; I have re- 
linquiſhed the allurements of wealth, 
to purſue my pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and the tomb of our holy prophet.” 
When the Derviſe replied, 


« Wiſeſt of the wiſe, and worthy 
the ſeed of Hamet ; liſten to the 
voice of age, and treaſure inſtruction 
in thy heart, ſo ſhall the morning of 
thy days proſper, and the evening de- 


cline in peace. 


Omar 


6990 
Omar put the finger of ſilence on 


his lips, and the Derviſe thus pro- 
ceeded: 


God is good ! his providence is 
perpetually ſhowering down the dews 
of liberality on the offspring of Adam, 
and the wings of his mercy are ex- 
tended over all the children of diſ- 
treſs.— Bow thyſelf at the mention of 
his name, and let thy heart be hum- 
bled in his preſence, for his eyes per- 
vade the actions of mankind; and 
the univerſe in his fight is leſs than a 


grain 


( 10 ) 
grain of ſand on the deſarts of Sinjar, 
or the borders of Diglut “*. 


* When the angel of death viſited 
the patriarch, Al-Mamur, and drew 
the veil of obſcurity before his eyes, 
T left the ſeat of wiſdom, and mixed 
amongſt the follies of the world :— 
My heart was then a ſtranger to love, 
and my youth unconſcious of its 
charm ; till Zelis fanned the flame 
of my admiration, and inſpired a 
paſſion thentofore unknown in my 


breaſt! Zelis! the faireſt amongſt 


A river. 
the 


( 1 ) 


the daughters of the Eaſt, and lovely 
as the houri, thoſe ſiſters of delight, 


with whom the faithful ſolace them- 


ſelves in paradiſe. 


« Her cheeks ſurpaſſed the roſes in 
the fragrant gardens of Damaſcus, 
and her eyes were more bright and 


piercing than thoſe of the eagles of 
Irack, Her breaſt was whiter than 


the flowers of Ophra, or the lilies in 
the vale of Murdin. Her breath 


was ſweeter than the gums of Yeman, 


or the ſpicy breezes of Arabia : her 
manners * 


08 1} 
manners more timid than the fawn 
on the enamelled meads of Yerak, 
or the roe on the mountains of Balad: 


her mind was the ſtar of oriental 
wiſdom, which diffuſed itſelf on the 
ambroſial pinions of zephyr. I view- 
ed her with adoration, and liſtened to 
her as to the voice of the Sajedan an- 
gels, who worſhip in the ſeventh hea- 
ven. Youth melted in her preſence, 
and age beheld her with emotion. 


© By her I had two children, Sadi 


and Amora; beautiful as their mo- 


ther, and fairer than the fleeces of 
Cur. 


( 23 9 

Curdiſtan. Having placed my fon 
at the college of Madra-ſah al 
Moſtan Seriah, in the imperial city 
of Bagdad, and recommended my 
wife and daughter to the protection 
of our holy prophet, I purſued (ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of all true 
Muſſelmen) my pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and fet out, with others of our tribe, 
on that pious embaſſy. We accord- 
ingly took places in the caravan, and 
arrived at Aga, where we continued 
three days, and thence travelled on 
to the plains of Orfa. 

Being 


=. 


c Being rather early in the ſeaſon, 


our party was inconſiderable, which 


gave us reaſon to repent of our indiſ- 


cretion, in not waiting for the mer- 
chants who annually trade from that 
city to Arabia and the borders of 
Egypt. We had not travelled many 


days before we were attacked by a 


body of Tartars ; againſt whom we 
Prepared to defend ourſelves, as men 


who were not only fighting for their 
property, but lives, 


Love and piety urged my arm, 
and the reſiſtance we made was infi- 
nitely 


C Is ) 
nitely greater than could have been 
expected from a body of men ſo very 


inferior to the force againſt which we 
fought. Juſt as victory began to 
wave her banners, and inſpired our | 
hearts with hope, we were ſur- 
rounded by. a troop of Curdes, who 
came in as auxiliaries to our enemies; 
overpowered us; took all our pro- 
perty, and ſecured our perſons for a 


fate, of which we were wholly ig- 
norant. 


The wounds I received were of 
a dangerous nature, and the cruelty 


and 
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( 16 ) 
and neglect with which I and my 


companions were treated, filled my 


breaſt with inquietude ; I almoſt 


doubtedof the goodneſs of Providence, 
in ſuffering true believers to fall a 
prey to profane and mercileſs robbers, 
and began to take a retroſpective view 
of the felicity I left behind, which, 
when compared with my preſent ſitu- 


ation, drove me to madneſs. Even 


my duty, or the commands of our 


holy prophet could ſcarce prevent me 
from venting curſes on my head, for 
having left that ſeat of happineſs and 


vo- 


(17 ) 


voluntarily expoſed myſelf to multi- 


farious calamities. 


« Owing however, toa healthy con- 


ſtitution, my wounds mended by de- 


grees, and in length of time I was 
reſtored to health, though robbed of 


all that ſerenity of mind requiſite for 


its wonted enjoyment, 


« How blind is human foreſight ; 
and how imperfectly do we trace the 
footſteps of Divine goodneſs, through 
the intricate and hidden mazes of ce- 
„Vo t, I. C.--  - e 


( 18 ) 


leſtial wiſdom ! IT now gave myſelf 
up as loſt to the enjoyments of this 
life ; for ever loſt to the company of 
my wife and family, whoſe ignorance 
of my fate failed not to embitter their 
days, and inſpire them with that un- 
utterable anguiſh, ever attendant on 
the uncertain condition of thoſe we 


love, 


Looking upon my wife and fa- 
mily as for ever dead with reſpect to 
me, I wrote the following ode, which 
though probably inferior to many you 

have 


( w9 ) 
have read, was however at that time, 


expreſſive of my feelings.” 


f J. 


e See yonder ſun proclaims approaching night, 
And bluſhing ſinks upon his Thetis“ breaſt ; 


Ir O'er other nations ſheds reviving light, 
* And kindly leaves, this nether clime to reſt, 
n * 


The toilſome ſwains their diff rent taſks reſign, 
And home ward whiſtling, bend their weary'd way; 
The glimm'ring lights in diſtant pettab's ſhine, 
And rural pleaſures eaſe the toils of day, 

a- III. 

The lowing beaſt treads flowly o'er the plain, 

And bleating flocks in ſocial numbers move : 

ch Their diſtant neſts, the feather'd tribes regain, 


JU And fleep ſucceeds their little ſports of love. 
+ Villages, 
C 2 . 


( 20 ) 
IV. 


Love, the ſad nightingale, whoſe hapleſs fate, 
With melting ſorrow fills the loneſome vale ; 
Who loſt in woe, bewails her abſent mate, 
And greets the ears of pity with her tale, 


V. 
Say, child of ſorrow ſay, for well I know 
Some heart-felt pangs thy conſtant boſom tear; 


How long, and from what ſource thy troubles flow, 
Which ſtab thy peace, and plunge thee in deſpair? 


VI. 


Has ſome rude hand, within this ſilent bow'r, 
To thy defenceleſs habitation ſprung; 


By ſavage cuſtom, in a luckleſs hour, 


Deſtroy d thy neſt, and robb'd thee of thy young 


VII, 


VII. 


Or has the tender partner of thy care, 
In ſearch of food, with little heart elate; 
Fell (unſuſpicious of the fowler's ſnare) 
Or hapleſs met, the deadly ball of fate ? 


VIII. 
O barbarous act, our reaſon to employ, 
In deeds that ſoft humanity muſt ſtain; 
Man only triumphs with a ſavage joy, 
And feels a pleaſure in another's pain, 


IX. 


Sweet bird of night, decline thy piteous moan, 
Suſpend thy woes, and liſten unto mine; 
The pangs 1 feel are equal to thy own, 


My love, for ever abſent, too like thine, 


( 22 ) 
X. | 
' Unſeen, like thee, I ſhed the trickling tear, 
Repeat unheard my raelancholy tay'; 
The heart that ſighs in ſecret is ſincere, 
Whilſt trifling ſorrows, court the face of day. 


XI. 


Alas! like thee, a parent's woes I feel, 


Like thee, the partner of my life bemoan ; 
Tho' diff rent ways, the fates their mandates deal, 
Their ſtings we ſuffer, yet their juſtice own, 


« In vain did the companions of 
my captivity endeavour to conſole me 
under my affliction, by recommend- 
ing an implicit refignation to the wil 


of Providence, and the unerring juſ- 


tice of its decrees, A thouſand times 
did 


623) 


did I contemplate an eſcape ; and as 
often did my fortitude forſake me ; 
which mademeimpiouſly meditate my 
own deſtruction. Man is even ſelfiſh. in 
his ſorrow, and grief ſeeks retirement 
to ſhun the eye of obſervation ! In 
one of theſe melancholy. hours of re- 
tirement, I wandered to a ſmall, 
though thickſet wood, ſome diſtance 
from my cell, but encloſed. by walls 
of ſuch prodigious height, as rendered 
it impoſſible for deſperation itſelf to 
ſcale. I had not long given vent to 
my afflition, and bewailed my un- 


C 4 happy 


( 24 ) 
happy deſtiny, before my ears were 
ſtruck with a tale more moving than 
any I had ever heard, and cauſed a 
momentary ceſſation to my own 
Pain, from the {ſympathetic concern 
I felt for the anguiſh in which I little 
thought myſelf ſo nearly intereſted,” 
« Gracious Alla !” (cried the fair un- 
known)“ fortify my heart againſt the 
deſigns of this rufhan, and ſtrengthen 
me under this ſevere and trying dil- 
penſation of thy will! Shower down 
upon my huſband the dews of libe- 


rality; let not the ſun ſet in thine 
anger, 


(_ as ) 


anger, nor his captivity know no end. 
Let my children riſe like young and 
never-fading flowers in the garden of 
paradiſe, and let the angel of life wa- 
ter them with the overflowings of 
thy mercy! Let the miniſter of death 
darken my eyes, and free me from 
this hateful cauſe of a tyrant's par- 
tiality !” | 


« Oh! my dear, my long loſt huſ- 
band! my helpleſs! my forſaken 
children !” | 


On 


? 


( a6 ) 
* On uttering this pathetic prayer, 
ſhe ſunk ſpeechleſs on the ground ; 


which I no ſooner perceived,. than 


forgetting my own ſorrows I flew to 
her relief, with intent, if poſſible, of 
reſtoring her to life, though probably 
to greater miſery,” 


Rs ir 
« IX — 


© Good heaven! how wonderful 
are all thy ways! When I approached 
her I was fixed like a ſtatue to the 
ground, doubting of the- reality of 


what I ſaw. Words, faintly can ex- 
preſs my aſtoniſhment, when, in this 


un- 


( "7 /} 


unfortunate! this hapleſs fair! I beheld 
my Zelis! My heart leaped with 
tranſport at the ſight; and then turk 
with the moſt agonizing and incon- 
ceivable woe. I contemplated a 
thouſand times thoſe charms which 
had ſubdued my ſoul, and could 
make captivity itſelf a heaven ! But 
oh ! how tormenting to reflect; 
that ſo much excellence ſhould prove 
the deſtined trophies of a villain's 
arms, and that I ſhould be the un- | 
happy witneſs of his triumph. Loſt 
in this reverie of perplexity, I 


pierced 


Bn B18 
pierced heaven with my cries, and 
diſturbed her. ſlumbers. When ſhe 
perceived me, ſhe ſunk again ſpeech- 
leſs on he earth; being unable to ſup- 
port (what ſhe imagined) the viſion 
only of the man ſhe loved, I gently 
raiſed her head upon my knee, and, 
by the aidof a rivulet which ran within 
my reach, recalled her fluttering ſpirits 
to their ſeat, and gave articulation to a 
tongue which ] thought had been for 


ever ſilenced. 


e And do my eyes (ſaid the affec- 


tionate, the beauteous Zelis) onee 
more 


629) 
more behold thee! Or is it only the 


force of deluſive fancy, and the tan- 


talizing tranſports of a dream !” 


«Tis me; tis me! (anſwered the 
Derviſe) your wretched, long loft, 
captive, huſband By what ſtrange, 
what wonderful event, do I meet my 
adorable Zelis within theſe walls; 


or to what fatality am I indebted for 


this tender, this dear embrace !” 


“Light of my life, and ſource of 
all my joy!” (replied Zelis) * The 


time 


(i) 
time being come when I had reaſon 
to expect your return, I impatiently 
enquired for you of every caravan 
that arrived, but to my grief and diſ- 
appointment was informed that a 
ſmall party had been attacked on 
their way to Mecca, ſoon after their 
departure from Aga, By the deſcrip- 
tion, time, and other circumſtances, 
I concluded you was one of the un- 
happy number. In this ſtate of ex- 
cruciating conjecture I remained for 
upwards of three months, worn out 


between the alternate operations of 
hope 


( 31 ) 
1 hope and fear, till 1 was at laſt ac- 
gqaainted with the fatal tidings.” 


« One of your drivers who was left 
for dead on the plain, ſoon after re- 
covering, gathered up the ſmall quan- 
tity of proviſions that were ſcattered 
around him, and with great difficul- 
ty paſſed over the hills of Hojaſon, 
from which, with indefatigable pains 

he arrived at Bagdad, where I had 
been waiting your arrival. The news 


of your difaſter no ſooner ſpread 
through the Bazan, than I decked 


myſelf 


* 

myſelf with ſurma *, and rent the 
city with my cries,” $16 3 

* When the firſt tranſports of my 
grief were over, I ſent for the man 
who had been the ill-fated meſſen- 
ger of your misfortunes ; ſtill doubt. 
ing, and at other times dreading the 
authenticity of his report,” | 


After a long examination (which 


he underwent with great candour,) [ 


was but too well convinced my fears 
were 


An herb uſed in Perſia as an emblem of 
grief. b | 


C0 3 


© ill were verifyed in your deſtruction ; 
yet hoping even on the confines of 
| deſpair, that you might be ſtill liv- 
ing, I was reſolved to find you, or 
periſh in the ſearch. In vain did my 
8 friends point out the abſurdity of my 
Lnterprize; the little probability there 


was of my meeting with you, and 
che dangers to which 1 inconſider- 
ately expoſed myſelf, I was blind to 


h 

1 their tears, and obſtinately deaf to 
heir entreaties. Having committed 
e 


Amora to the care of a friend, and 
ſecured the property I had not im- 


Vor. D mediate 


( 34 3 


mediate occafion for, 1 put on the 
habit of a man, the better to ſcreen Þ b 
myſelf from inſult, and protect e 
weakneſs of my ſex. By means of ; 
a ſuitable preſent, I gained informa- 
tion from the driver, of the ſpot near to j 


which you was attacked, and com- 


municated my defign to my ſoff 
Sadi, who ufed every argument tha 
duty could Inſpire to diſſuade me fron 5 


purſuing it, but finding me inflex-þ a 
ble, he became the ad and guar 


dian of my journey.” 


(( *3S N 


offered up a thoufand prayers 


to Alla, and our holy prophet; I 


| | then left Bagdad, and arrived at 


Karkak ; from thence travelled on to 


& Mouſſe}, and the borders of the Dig- 
1 lut. We were ſeveral days croſſing 
me burning plains of Sinjar, and at 
4 laſt arrived at the ancient and vene- 
able city of Niſibin, watered by the 


WJ refreſhing ſtreams of Hermas.” 


„The fatigue of croſſing the de- 


farts of Sinjer, added to the latent 


| | orief which preyed. on my. ſpirits, had 


D 2 nearly 


( 36 ) 


nearly brought me to the grave, and 


obliged me to ſtay ſome time at Ni. 
ſibin. The delightful and refreſh- 


iog ſituation of the place, together 
with the pleaſurable hope I cheriſhels 


= 1 
of once more folding thee with 


theſe arms, renewed my ſtrength, 


= | 
and made me reſolve to brave al. 
N Boos = 
_ difficulties, however numerous of 
7 4 s I 
great,” q 
4 
; C 
« From Niſibin we made a circul$ e 
round the mountains of Balad, an 0 
proceeded to the luxuriant and v 1 


1 
dant vales of Murdin. Here, to n 


extret 7 


( 37 +) 
extreme. ſorrow, I was informed, 
that not long before, a party of 
curdes had cut off a body of Arabian 
merchants, and put them to the 
ſword. I muſt confeſs, though great 
was my love for you, and contempt 
for life, my courage was ſhaken at 
the news, and I had nearly betrayed 
the weakneſs of my ſex, through the 
medium of my fears, But relying 
on the aid of our holy prophet, who 
creates trials for our good, and deli- 
verance when leaſt we expect them, 
1 went on undiſmayed, and arrived 


D 3 Within 


68 


within ſight of this hateful- caftle, 


where we were ſurprized by four 
— who inſtantly ſurrounded 
„and on whoſe obdurate hearts 
my tears and intreaties made no im- 


preſſion.“ 


“ Sadi immediately drew his ſcy- 
mitar, but in a conflict with our aſ- 
failants, he fell the hapleſs victim to 
ſuperior force, and was at once torn 
for ever from my ſight.” 


Overcome with grief and deſpair, 
J fainted, and in that ſituation was 
eſcorted 
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eſcorted to this place, where, o on my 
recovery, I found myſelf ſurrounded. 


by female attendants, who preſented 4 
me a dress ſuited to.my ſex, and en- 


: joined me to wait the pleaſure, and. 


above all things prove obedient to the 
wiſhes of their lord, to whom they 
inflantly introduced me. Prayers and 
entreaties were the only auxiliaries 
to my helpleſs fituation, which ſeemed | 
to preclude the moſt diſtant dawn of 
hope, and wrapt my ſpirits in the 
ſable cover of deſpondency. In vain 
ad he practiſe every art of a ſoppli 

D 4 ant 


( 40 )) 


ant lover to make me yield to his de- 


fires ; 'till at length, finding his en- 

treaties fail, he had recourſe to mea- 
ſures more. Alarming, which at once i 
filled my breaſt with the ſevereſt ef. 
fuſions of reſentment and diſguſt,” | 

# hl 4 

« With an auſtere voice, and a ; 
countenance that expreſſed the pur- } 
poſe of his ſoul, he told me, that in 4 
three days I muſt determine what : 
courſe to take; at the expiration of 4 
which time he ſhould ſeize the op- N 
portunity his power and inclination ? 
* 


( & 9 
gave him.-This! oh this! is the 
fatal day ! and I ſought this ſeat of 
ſolitude; waiting either deliverance 
from heaven, or to plunge my dag- 
ger in my heart; and. leave behind 


me the following ſcroll, deſcriptive of 


my love for him I wedded.” 


To my loſt and deareſt huſband. 


To thee dear man, to thee I hither came; 

To thee may bleſſings bleſs thy deareſt name: 
From my dull-fated melancholy cell, 

Where I, for thee, am now condemned to dwell, 
To thee I write, whoſe lovely ſelf betray'd, 

A fond, and for that fondneſs, hapleſs maid. | 
How little does the heart unpractic'd know, 


From love's ſweet ſource what bitter ſorrows flow ? 
How 
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How oft with greedy rapture have I hung 


On each dear accent of thy ſoothing tongue? 
Ho eager liſtened. all the live long day, 


And gaz'd in ſilence all my foul away? 

Where then my hopes of future joy deceiv'd ? 

I wiſh'd thee true, and as I wiſh'd believ'd : 
My jealous heart no other man could bear, 
Fox thee I mourn'd, for thee was all my care: 
My ſoul elate, no other pleaſure knew, 

Than quaffing love, and loving none but you. 
Sure then no fair, of more endearing charms, 
Could call thee (faithleſs) to her happier arms, 
Oh, no, for you in holy Mecca's cauſe, 
Obedient travel'd by her righteous laws: 

With ſorrow bore the tender lover's part, 

And nurs'd my image fondly in thy heart. 
Why then ſuſpe& that faith thou oft did'ſ ſwear, 


Alas, was plighted to ſome other fair? 
But that thou knew'ſt not half my frantic love, 
Or elſe that love thou wiſht to diſapprove, 
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(43 5 
The fates decreed that twas on earth ts be, 
That I mould bleed, and bleed alone for thee : 


Thatall the wounds of bitterneſs ſhould prove, 


In death, a cure for all my raging love. 

Wretch as I am, no ſolace interferes, 

All, all is miſery, wretchedneſs and tears: 

Worn out in ſorrow's melancholy ſchool, 

No pleaſures cltarm me, nor no friendſhips rule : 
All, all is grief to ſadneſs made a ſlave, 

And love's deep wounds conſign me to the grave. 
Then loſt and ſad in joy, I thither haſte, 

Since all the world to me is now a waſte : 

Ne'er may my ſex, like me a huſband mourn, 

Or be by love, like me, in pieces torn ; 

Nor find his fellow in the human train, 

Or ũgh a whole eternity in vain. 


e It is not eaſy (proceeded the 
arious 
ſen- 


( 44 ) 
rious ſenſations the concluſive part of 
this hiſtory inſpired me with ; or the 
numerous projects that alternately oc- 
curred to effect revenge on this au- 
thor of our ſhame; or make our 


eſcape from fo dreadful an abode.” 


te] had fortunately concealed ſome 
Jewels of value in my turban, from 
the danger I was fearful might poſ- 
ſibly befal us in our journey over the 
deſarts. With theſe I hoped to en- 
{ure our deliverance; and, during my 
impriſonment, - having had an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of tracing the real diſpoſition of 
theſe robbers, I was happy in finding 
one of them who enliſted under their 
banners from the dread of death, and 
(by an apparent acquieſcence in their 
meaſures) to elude ſuſpicion which 


might enable him ſomeday to effect his 
liberty. To this man therefore I 


made my court, as to one who finned 
through neceſſity, and found myſelf 
no way miſtaken in the conjecture I 
had made. I acquainted Zelis with 
my defign, and immediately imparted 
it to this faithful man ; I ſolicited 


him 


( 46 ) 
him to become the partnerof our flight 
accompanying the invitation with a 
' handſome preſent, and the promiſe 
of future, and far greater fervices, 


1 
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i | He accordingly took his leave, ſwear- 
1 i ing ſoon to give me ample proofs of 
* bis fidelity. But ia the midſt of this 

4 | well concerted plan, an inſurmount- . 

able obſtacle occurred, which ;was 

the uncertain fate of Sadi. To leave : 

him behind us, was worſe than the 4 

crueleſt death our tyrant could im- 

N poſe, and to learn his ſituation ex- : 

1 "ceded the limits" of the moſt ſan- | 
8 125 guine 


| 


(4) 

guine hope. In this ſtate we 're- 
mained, when a circumſtance hap- 
pened which threatened us with ruin. 
A cry of eſcape ! eſcape ! reached 
our ears, and nothing but confufion 
and uproar filled the caſtle and its 
environs. We flew with precipitan- 
cy from each other; yet with that re- 
luctance which the ſoul feels when 
the angel of death gives the laſt, the 
irrevocable EA 9 9 


«The captain and his troop Hav- 
ing been out in ſearch of plunder, he 
left 


( 48 ) 
left the charge of the priſoners to the 
care of the man premiſed, in whom 
he placed the greateſt confidence, 
and whoſe name was Zadif. Avail- 
ing himſelf of the favourable oppor- 
tunity that offered, he opened the 
gates, gave a general ſignal, and 
with thirty other captives was li- 


berated from confinement.” 


« The captain and his companions : 
returning before their wonted time, : 
were aſtoniſhed at our flight, and 7 
happily for us purſued them, un- : 


ſuſpicious Þ 


( 49 ) 
e fuſpicious that we alſo were among 
n the number. Having gained this 
; important intelligence from a matron 
who ſuperintended his Haram“, I 
brought her over to my intereſt, and 
was likewiſe informed of the readieſt 
road to eſcape their vigilance, by 
purſuing a track the leaſt probable 
to take. Happy at this intelligence, 
we were preparing to depart, when 
a lady of the moſt lovely and ma- 
© jcſtic form, approached us, and in 
: language unutterably moving, im- 
Vol. I. E plored 


* A place for his women. 
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( 50 ) 


plored our pity and protection.— The 
litle which heaven left us to be. 
ſtow, we gave, and ſet off; thanking 6 
providence for our deliverance, and , 


praying for the continuance of it : 


bounty. 


«© We had not travelled long be- 
fore we ſaw a body of horſemen, : 
which impreſſed our minds, juſt ani- 
mated by hope, with redoubled de- | 
ſpair, as inevitable ruin now ſtared ; 
us in the face.— In this perplexity, ; 
we were on the point of plunging 


Our 


ä 
* 
* 


ur 


n 


our daggers in our breaſts, (reſolving 
rather to die than be taken) when 


N the leader of the troop diſmgunted, 


and affectionately informed us, in 
faultering accents, that they were our 
fiiends, not enemies, and come in 


to our ſafety and deliverance. 


« Having a maſk on his face, I 


could not identify his perſon 5 but 
s Zelis fainted the moment he accoſted 
us, (which I attributed to fear) and 


which he no ſooner ſaw, than un- 


maſking, he flew to her aſſiſtance.— 
E 2 Gracious 


( 'ﬆ )) 
Gracious Alla! what were our tranſ- 
ports, when in the perſon of our de- 
liverer, I beheld my loſt, my much 


loved ſon. 


After bringing Zelis to her. 
ſeif, he informed us, that going ſome 
. diſtance from the caſtle, and not 
ſeeing his mother or myſelf among 
the number who had taken their 
flight, he was determined, at the ha- 
zard of his life, to return ſingly to 
our reſcue, had not his companions 


generouſly offered to attend him.— 
In 
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In order to ſhun the vigilance of 
their purſuers, which they had reaſon 
to dread, they made the circuit of a 
wood at ſome miles diſtance from 
the caſtle; tied their horſes to the 
trees, and ſet out on foot, with pro- 
per weapons of defence to the late 
place of their confinement. They 
were ſoon informed of the diſpoſition 
of affairs by the woman who had 
facilitated our eſcape. She acquaint- 
ed them with otir route, which 


they immediately followed, and re- 


mounting their horſes, rode with in- 
E 3 credible 


( 54 ) 
credible ſpeed, till they had the good 


fortune to overtake us. 


* We had ſcarce time to acknow- 
ledge our pleaſure to our friends for 
the voluntary riſk they had run, and 
the intereſted part they acted in our 
deliverance, owing to the dread that 
the uncertainty of our eſcape occa- 


ſioned; till having re-croſſed the 


hills of Hojaſon, our fears began 


to ſubſide, and ſerenity once more 
took its abode within our diſturbed 
and agitated boſoms. 


« We 


( 55 ) 


„We now thought of nothing 
but the mutual tranſports we ſhould 
© taſte in the company of our friends, 
after ſo long a ſeparation, and doubt- 
ful knowledge of our fate; our fair 
companion and fellow-ſufferer, Ar- 
paſia excepted, who manifeſtly be- 
| trayed viſible marks of dejection, 5 
which in ſpite of an attentive cau- 
tion, did but too frequently appear. 


& Zelis, from the moment ſhe 
beheld this dejected fair, formed a 
 tyhms 
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ſympathetic attachment for her, and 
as there appeared ſomething in her 
manner which indicated an elevation 
of ſoul, ſhe was defirous of knowing 
the origin of thoſe calamities which 
had produced this caſual acquaint- 
ance, and robbed ſo much excel- 
lence of its hereditary right to hap- 
pineſs. 


There is a certain condeſcenſion 
in great minds, that ſcorns the cere- 
monious arrogance of conſcious rank, 


which, like the rays of the ſun are 


no 


4 
no leſs brilliant by a liberal de- 


ſcenſion. 


« The fair Arpaſia yielded to her 
requeſt, and proceeded as follows. 


Ss — B od I _—_— —_— 


Ans a 


T Am the daughter of the cele - 
brated Ali - Ebn-Aznab, a 
prince of the Mogul race, whoſe be- 
nevolence diffuſed itſelf like eaſtern 
aromatics on the morning breeze. 
His reſidence was in the city of Bir, 
in 


© P 
© 
W 
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in the province of Diarbekr, where 
his wiſdom ſhone like the twinkling 
ſtars of the cleareſt night, Tyranny 
was unknown in his dominions, and 
peace hovered round the footſteps of 
his throne, The adminiſtration of 
Juſtice was the ultimate end of his 


government, and mercy was the di- 
ſtributor of all his laws. A thirſt of 


power never glowed in his boſom, 
nor were his ſubjects ſacrificed to the 
dictates of a falſe ambition. The 
neighbouring princes ſued for an al- 
liance in his family, as a ſecurity 


againſt 


(& IH 
againſt any attack that might be 


made againſt them, 80 much was 
he reſpected, that ſcarcely a prince, 
however powerful, would have ven- 
tured to diſturb the moſt diſtant 


branches of his family. 


© Tho' a lover of peace, he was 
not unſuſceptible of injury. He faith- 


fully obſerved the laws of nations, 
and the unſullied dignity of himſelf 
and his allies, 


My mother dying 
in my infancy, I was the only 
comfort of his declining years, and 


he 
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{ 62 ) 
he exerted every effort to render me 
the moſt accompliſhed princeſs of the 
Eaſt. The love I had for my fa- 
ther, made me doubly aſſiduous in 


the watchful exerciſe of my daty, 
which ever kept pace with his wiſhes, 


*« Manyof the neighbouring princes 
fought my affections, and he would 
never conſent to lay the leaſt reſtraint 
on my inclination, or force me to a 
feigned obedience to his will. Not- 
withſtanding my ſuitors were in other 
reſpedts unexceptionable, my heart 


never 


1 
* 
F 
4 
q 
2 
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( 6 
never felt that ſympathetic flame 


which my imagination had often 
figured, and I beheld them with a 


| reſerved and diſtant complaiſance.— 
Thus ſituated, and thus bleſt with 


| eaſe, affluence, and undiſturbed re- 


| poſe, my time fleeted on the downy 


pinions of contentment; and each 


ſucceeding day preſented a regular 


| ſucceſſion of unalloyed felicity. 


From the nature of my father's 

: government, I weakly imagined that 

dhe ſubjects of other princes were 
equally 


4 
} 


— 
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equally happy; and that juſtice and 
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goodneſs were the characteriſtics of t 
every other monarch. L 


© Not having experienced them, [ 


was utterly ignorant of the intrigues 


of a court; the ſecret machinations of 


miniſters, and the watchful jealouſy 


that frequently ſurrounds a throne. 


** Oppreſſion having never reared 


its iron head in my father's territo- 


ries, I conſidered war as the conſe- 


quence of either a wicked or a weak 


ad mi- 


G 


adminiſtration. One would i imagine, 
that amidſt the ſplendor of a court, 
under the auſpices of juſtice and 
wiſdom, that it was not 1n the courſe 
of things to turn the tide of ſuch 
complicated bliſs into the channel of 
uretchedneſs.— But how was I de- | 
| ceived ! and how ſoon did the 
| demon of diſcord * ſpread dark- - 
g neſs over the ſun-ſhine of my tran- 
Y quillity! 


R te Ibrahim 


* Aſmong, the demon of war. 
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brated city of Delhi, having had a 
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e Ibrahim, a prince who had long 
lived in amity with my father, and 
whoſe reſidence was near the cele- 


very iniquitous demand made upon 
him by a neighbouring rajah, refuſed 
his compliance, and welt knowing 
the conſequence of a refafal, prepared 
himſelf for a defence, in Caſe hofli- 
lities might be made againſt him. 


« In this ſituation of his affairs, be 
applied to my father for protection 


who (having previouſly weighed the 
juſtice 


1. 
juſtice of his cauſe) promiſed in caſe 
of emergency, to fend ſuch troops to 
his aſſiſtance, as were conſiſtent with 


the ſafety of his own dominions. It 
was not long before he had occaſion 


to perform his promiſe ; for the ra- 
jah, ſtung with diſappointment, and 
animated by the vileſt calls of revenge, 
threatened to lay waſte the country 
with fire and ſword; a cuſtom but 
too much practiſed in the Eaſt. 


e Three revolving had 
ſcarcely ran their courſe, before forty 
F 2 thou- 


I 0-1 
thouſand men preſented themſelves 
to his garriſon, headed by the rajah, 
and ſpurred on by an inſatiable thirſt 
of plunder. 


ee This, however, was no more 
than he expected; but his aſtoniſh- 
ment was increaſed, when he found 
that the natives of a different quarter 
of the globe, and ſubjects of a ſtate 
tenacious of its own freedom, ſhould 
form an alliance with a tyrant, and 
become the voluntary partakers of a 
war in which they had not the ſmal- 
leſt 


(99 3 
leſt ſhadow of juſtice to engage. 
When deſpotiſm is covered with the 
cloak of equity, it loſes the malig- 


nancy of its nature, and allures the 


unthinking multitude into a belief of 
its propriety ; eſpecially when coun- 
tenanced by thoſe who valne them- 
ſelves on their adherence to juſtice, 
and the mutual obſervance of the 
laws of nations, But, alas! wealth 
is only a mirror to ſpecious virtue, 
and gives a flattering colouring to 
vice. That nation, which owes its 
exiſtence to its own induſtry, and 
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( 70 ) 
whoſe ſubjects live in the narrow 
circle of obſcurity, enjoy the ſimple 
privileges of their own laws, and 
eſcape the baneful influence of an un- 
ſatisfied ambition. With ſuch a force, 
Ibrahim, if unaſſiſted, muſt ſoon 
have ſurrendered to the conquering 
arms of his powerful invader, had 


not my father marched a body of ten 


thouſand men to his relief, and given 
him a momentary reſpite from the 
dangers which embarraſſed him, The 
communication, which had been be- 
fore cut off, was, by this ſeaſonable 


ald, 


. 
aid, reſtored; and the garriſon thence 
ſupplied and fortified againſt a regu- 
lar and fix months fiege, But trea- 
chery ſoon effected what force could 


not acquire. 


ec Ibrahim's generals were bought 


over to the intereſt of the rajah ; the 
garriſon with double ardour was be- 
ſieged, and in appearance bravely 
defended, which was practiſed but 
as a feint to hide the villainy of their 
deſigns, Ibrahim, being flattered into 
a falſe ſenſe of his ſecurity, became 

leſs 


( 8 3 


leſs attentive to the movements of 
his enemies, and relying on the fide- 
lity of his officers, fell a prey to per- 
fidy and ill- timed confidence. The 
principal magazine in his garriſon 
was intentionally blown up, and in 
the confuſion it occaſioned, the forces 
of his enemy marched in, took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort, and put him and 
the braveſt of his ſubje&stothe ſword, 
without ſhewing that generous com- 
paſſion at all times due to the unfor- 


tunate. Their forces were now im- 


mediately turned againſt my father's 
army, 


( 73 ) 
army, who, fighting alone and un- 
aſſiſted, were obliged to retreat. The 
news ſoon reached his ears, when he 


marched with an additional number 


to their aid ; headed his army, and 


became principal in a cauſe which 
natural juſtice urged him to eſpouſe. 
But ſuch are the precarious caſualties 
4 of war, that being overpowered by 
numbers, he was unfortunately diſ- 
mounted, when the rumour of his 
death was induſtriouſly ſpread by his 
enemies, and too readily believed by 
thoſe who dreaded it. Confuſion 

was 
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was the natural conſequence, and his 
ſubjects were regardleſs of their 
own ſafety, in the grief they expe- 
rienced for his lofs. For my own 
part, I was ſoon ſurrounded, taken 
priſoner, and immediately conducted 
to the rajah; but as his views turned 
chiefly on the extent of power and 
dominion, he was neither formed for, 
nor thought it conſiſtent with his dig- 
nity, to embrace thoſe hours of dalli- 
ance which the generality of eaſtern 
monarchs think it their glory to en- 


joy. I therefore paſſed unnoticed, 


7 


( #5 3 
merely as a ſlave whom the chance 
of war had put into his poſſeſſion, 
which mortified my pride, though, in 
every other inſtance correſpondent 


with my wiſhes. 


e Six months I remained in an ad- 


jacent apartment of his Haram, and 


might probably have finiſhed my 
days in that ſtate of obſcurity and 
diſregard, had not an unexpected cir- 
cumſtance opened the door of my 


deliverance. One evening as I was 


going to reſt, the centre of the palace 
| burſt 


5 
burſt out of fire, and the flames ſoon 


reached the wing of the building 
allotted to my ule. | 


© The gates were inſtantly thrown 
open, and each of the promiſcuous 
inhabitants haſtily fled from im pend- 
ing danger, In this ſtate of alarm 
and confuſion, I was driven by my 
fears to a neighbouring grove, where 
I was reſpectfully ſaluted by an aged 
man in the habit of an Iman“, who 
ſeeing my diſtreſs humanely offered 


me 


* Prieſt, 


Car 1 
me protection. There is ſomething 
peculiarly venerable in grey hairs, 
which time with frigid hand has mot- 
tled, when accompanied by compla- 
cency and good humour, Without 
hatraſſing me with impertinent enqui- 
ries, he conducted me to a ſmall ſe- 
queſtered habitation, ſurrounded by 
trees of a prodigious height, which 
ſeemed to defy diſcovery, or the pry- 
ing eye of curioſity. Rightly judg- 
ing from my appearance that I ſtood 
in need of reſt and refreſhment, he 


cauſed me to be ſhewn to an apart- 


ment, 


(78) 

ment, the ſimplicity and neatneſs of 
which gave à ſudden compoſure to 
my ruffled ſpirits, and beſpoke the 
benign diſpoſition of its hoary-headed 
maſter, After having procured me 
ſuch food as nature, not luxury re- 
quired, he left me to reſt, and the 
protection of divine Providence. 


A ſteady reliance on the watchful 
and over-ruling power of the Su- 
preme Diſpoſer of all things, is the 
fureſt remedy for the wretched, 
which ſupports them under calami- 

tles, 


( 29 '} 


ties; beneath which the impious and 
unbelieving fink: 


« After having kneeled down be- 
fore that Being, whoſe eye pervades 
the ſecret receſſes of the foul; I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to Alla, in terms. of 
gratitude and love; Like a weary 
traveller relieved of his toil; and ſmil- 
ing at the end of his travail, I felt a 
momentary joy, in which I breathed 
an ejaculation to heaven with fpon- 


taneity and pleaſure. 


Al- 


( 8.) 


Almighty Father! accept the praiſes 2 | 
Of an humble ſinner ; thy wond'rous mercĩet | 
Have placed me on a ſpot lonely and remote. 
Accept, thou all- ſufficient and all perfect, 

The warmeſt thanks of a grateful pious heart, 
Whoſe valpitation, like ſome poor fetter'd bird, 
When dying for its freedom, thou lull'ſ to reſt; 


Oh, let me ruminate on all the ways of man, 


Who various roads purſuing, too oft miſtakes | 
The true and ſimple path to happineſs, 
Unthinking in the end to be deceiy'd. 

Ten thouſand obſtacles protract our ſteps, 

And while we think ourſelves ſecurely moor'd, 


Wretchedly we know we want content. 
Which, nor wealth, nor all the world can give, 
Unleſs on thee we humbly place our truſt 

"Tis thy ſuperior eye that can unfold 

The end of all our woes, and tell ſuptemely 


99 


The 


( 8: ) 
The variegated doom diſtin ly of us all. 
Thro' thee I feel the wonders of omnipoteney z 
While worlds obey thy general laws, 
Thy people watch, like wretches in a ſea, 
Alas, to fathom the rude eternal deep. 


Once more accept my gratulating thanks; 
And ſend, oh ſend, that all the joy I feel 
May heighten with the rifing of to-morrow's ſun, 


With theſe ſoothing and em- 
phatic expreſſions in my mouth, I 
funk into the ſoft embraces of repoſe, 
wherein I remained *till the morn- 
ing rays of the all-vivifying ſun re- 

Vor. I. G called 
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called me to life, and a painful ſenſe 
of my misfortunes, Veiled as I was, 
the Iman could not identify my per- 
ſon, nor did be appear the leaſt curious 
of knowing the origin of my calami- 
ties: ſuch is the delicacy of ſuperior 
minds in the pleaſing exerciſe of 
liberality. 


« It was not long before he ſatis- 
fied an innocent and benevolent cu- 
rioſity.— The exceſſive fri ght 1 had 
lately undergone, with the grief that 
preyed upon my ſpirits for the loſs of 
50 my 


(9%) 


my father, threw me into a violent 
dejection, which repelled every dawn 
of hope, and made my exiſtence not 
only burthenſome, but exceeding 
doubtful. 


« The old woman, he had allotted 
me for a ſervant, (and whom I after- 
wards found, was ignorant of her 
maſter's quality). uſed every method 
experience and induſtry could deviſe, 
to adminiſter relief. I kept ſtill ſink- 
iog beneath the weight of my mis- 
fortunes, and the moſt violent fits 

G 2 ſuc- 


( 84 
ſucceeded the faint recolle&ion of 


them. In one of theſe paroxiſms of 
inſenſibility, my nurſe (as ſhe after- 
. wards informed me) thinking the 
angel of death had nearly darkened 
my ſomniferous eyes, acquainted her 
maſter therewith, who ran to the 
apartment, in hopes of my returning 
life. The affrighted woman firmly 
believing I was now no more, took 
the bracelets from my arms, with the 
picture of my mother, which 1 wore 
concealed in my boſom, and gave 


them to her maſter, But, oh, what 
was 


. 

was his ſurpriſe and agony, when in 
bebolding i it, he ſaw the image of his 
departed wife !— He eagerly drew - 
the veil from before my eyes, (which 
from motiyes of delicacy my nurſe 
threw lightly over me) and diſco- 
yered the remains of his ada 
Arpaſia 


te The different emotions of won- 
der and affliction this diſcovery oc- 
_ cafioned in his breaſt, can be only 
traced by the tender and affectionate 
mind, which yields to ſympathy and 
G 3 com- 
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commiſeration. To have his daugh- 
ter under his protection, after a 
doubtful knowledge of her fate! to 
be ignorant that ſo much happineſs 


was within his reach! and now to 
fee her folded in the leaden arms of 
death, were too much for an unfor- 
tunate, an aged parent to ſupport ! 


<« Ten thouſand kiſſes, accompa- 
nied by as many tears, were laviſhed 


on me, and he recalled my ſoul 
to its native ſeat, by the warmth 
of his embraces, which were re- 

doubled 


EW 
doubled in proportion to my revival. 
Petceiving very rapid ſymptoms of 
returning life, he prudently withdrew, 
leſt the ſhame of ſeeing myſelf ex- 
poſed, and in the arms of a man, 
might embarraſs me. By the watchful 
aſſiduities of my nurſe, my ſcattered 
ſenſes were tecalled, tho my perſon 
was conſiderably weakenedby the long 
ſuſpenſion of my faculties, In a few 
hours I conſented to receive a viſit 
from my benefactor. The uncom- 
mon ſigns of tranſport which my re- 

covery x 


( 88 


covery afforded him, excited my 
amazement and gratitude; yet ſtill 


he kept me ignorant of the cauſe, un- 
til earneſtly fixing his eyes on my 
jewels, and the picture of my mo- 
ther, his fortitude forſook him, and a 
torrent of tears ran down his fur- 
rowed cheeks, which were inſtanta- 


neouſly accompanied by a flood of 
mine.— 


« And is it my Arpaſia and has 
heaven vouchſafed to bleſs me with 
a fight, before 180 hence, and am 
* no 
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no more ſeen He then elaſped me 
in his arms, and fell * at my 
feet. 


* I hung about bim, on his reco- 
very, like ivy by the oak; every fea- 
ture of his face challenged my 
recollection, and I at length was 
convinced, that this my reverend be- 


nefactor was no ſtranger.— 


«« Tears were all I could beſtow, 
and ] conſidered my cup of miſery 
replete, in twice loſing the tendereſt, 


the 


(6) 
the beſt of parents I was about to 
ruſh myſelf into the preſence of Alla, 
to rid me of my ſorrows, by a depri- 
vation of my life ; but was prevented 
from ſo impious an act, by my nurſe, 
who aſſured me my father would 
ſoon recover, and that nothing but 
the mixed effuſions of grief and joy 
had overcome his aged ſpirits. Lre- 
mained immoyeable with ſorrow, 
ſtedfaſtly watching whether his pulſe 
or countenance gave cauſe for hope; 
and was at length relieved by his 
gradual revival, We gently raifed 


him 


( or ) 


him on a ſopha, and I adminiſtered 
a draught, by which he ſoon be- 
came ſenſible from whoſe hand he 
received it. A filent joy enſued; each 
looking, tho' ſtill doubting of the re- 
ality of what the other ſaws He 
enquired a thouſand times by what 
inviſible power I was conducted to 
the place he firſt ſaw me in; and be- 
fore I could form an anſwer to one 
queſtion, interrogated me on another, 
till our ſpirits were appeaſed, and joy 
lulled the ardour of our mutual en- 


quiries ; when I informed him of the 
intel- 


( 92 ) 


| intelligence I ware of his death, 
and the conſequent cauſe of my cap- 


. 


tivity. 


te He next acquainted me, that be- 
ing diſmounted towards the conclu- 
ſion of the battle with the rajah, his 
army, thinking he was flain, were 
alarmed ; and that the rajah, avail- 
ing himſelf of their confuſion, re- 
doubled the attack, totally overthrew 
them, and cut off every communi- 
eation, or proſpect of eſcape to their 
own kingdom - undiſcovered. From 
the 


8 
the ſanguine and tyrannic principles 
of the rajah, he doubted not but 
I had unhappily fallen before his 


rage, and had thereby made the mea- 
ſure of his iniquity complete. He 
threw off his dreſs, the better to con- 
ceal his quality, and took the one he 


then wore from an Iman, who lay 
numbered with the dead. 


« In this diſguiſe he fled from the 


vengeance of a victorious foe, and 
loſt every ſentiment of the ſoul, but 
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that which was centered in a flow, 
tho' meritorious revenge. 


« Overcome with grief, be ſtrayed, 
as the finger of God directed him, to 
the place I reſorted to from the dan- 
ger of the burning Haram, (the ſame 


being out of the rajah's territory) 
there to remain *till time ſhould ac- 


compliſh his deſigns, But he now 
no longer regretted the loſs of em- 
pire, fince in me he enjoyed more 
felicity than the empire of the earth 
could produce, 

8 Surely, 
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« Surely, cried I, the ſecret guod- 
neſs of divine Providence never ſhone 
more conſpicuous, than in this our 
meeting; and I reſolved from that 
moment to yield conſtant obedience 
to the juſtice and wiſdom of its de- 
crees, however painful or contrary 


they might appear to my narrow and 
imperfect judgement. In this tate 
of folitude I remained, at leaſt eaſy, 
if not perfectly happy with my lot; 
but in ſpite of human reſolution, there 
is a retroſpective recollection of paſt 
ſelicity, which embitters the enjoy- 

ment 
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ment of the preſent moment, and 
frequently turns the tide of real bleſ- 
ſings into the troubled ocean of diſ- 
content. 


« My father began to grow weary 
of a ſequeſtered life, and had his views 
ſtill fixed on the ſpot where he once 
reigned with juſtice and mercy. He 
reflected on the diſturbed condition 
of his kingdom, the tyranny to which 
his ſubjects were expoſed by a vil- 
lainous uſurper, and that they had a 


right to expect from him (if living) 
the 


(97) 
the utmoſt exertion of his power and 
abilities. Theſe reflections, and the 
perſonal indignity he offered himſelf, 
by a voluntary ſecluſion from the 


world, ſunk his ſpirits beneath their 
accuſtomed exerciſe, rendeted the 


company of his Arpaſia leſs pleaſing, 
and made him court ſerenity in the 
melancholy manſions of an ill- timed 
ſolitude. Such viſible marks of diſ- 
quiet in the breaſt of a parent I dearly 
loved, did not fail to ſour the few 
tranquil moments that hope afforded. 
me, and diſpelled chat gaiety which 
Vor. I. H I could 
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I could but affect to wear in his com- 
pany, the better to render my own 
agreeable, One day, when he ap- 
peared more thoughtful than uſual, 
he tenderly embraced me; and hay- 
ing aſked me it I were willing to ex- 
pole myſelf to new dangers for his 
ſake, defired me to accompany him 
into a Palmira grove, ſituate at ſome 
diſtance from our humble habitation. 
J aſſured him, with great eagerneſs 
and truth, that my life was depen- 
dant on his, and that no change of 
fortune could tempt me to abandon 
| him, 


EY 


him, or render a ſeparation diſpen- 
ſible, much leſs neceſſary. 


6% Having arrived at a rural grot 
in the middle of the tope*, he ac- 
coſted me in the following manner. 


« My dear Arpaſia, when I was 
bleſt in the unlimited enjoyment of 
regal ſway, ſurrounded by an affec- 
tionate and loyal people, and ſhone 
amidſt the gaudy ſplendor of a throne, 


I ever look'd upon you as the glory 
H 2 of 


* Grove, 
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of my public, - and the invaluable 


treaſure of my private life, Indeed, 
the ultimate aim of my ambition 
was centered in my Arpaſia, and I 
accounted every other bleſſing ſub- 
ſervient to her will, and created only 
for her uſe. Time, the unerring in- 
terpreter of truth, hath juſtified my 
well- intended, though diſappointed 
views; and altho' your death would 
inevitably ſhorten the length of my 
days, the probationary life you lead, 
and the diſtance you are now from 
the meridian of glory to which you 

was 


C 208 } 
was unqueſtionably born, plunges 


the piercing pangs of ſorrow in my 
breaſt. 


« What, ah, what would become 
of my dear child, ſhould Providence 
take me from thee, in this helpleſs, 
this unſocial ſtate ! without a friend 
to guide, or guardian to protect thee 
and expoſed to the bitter ridicule of 
an illiberal world! 


« My brother, who doubtleſs muſt | 


ere now, have received intelligence 
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of the fate of my kingdom, and with 
whom J have ever lived, contrary to 


the practice of moſt princes, in fin- 


cere and cordial amity, will certainly 
give me his aſſiſtance in the recovery 


of my dominions. His ſituation on 


the borders of the Ganges, favors my 


hopes; and as no ſtate in life is 
more painful than that which perpe- 
tually points out our fall, and reminds 
us of abandoned felicity, I am re- 
ſolved to travel in this diſguiſe, and 
perſonally ſolicit his ſupport, which 
will at leaſt relieve me from the ſuſ- 


pence 


( 103 ) 


pence of uncertainty, and aſcertain 
what I mnſt truſt to.— This 
dreſs I have procured for you; and 
as we muſt lay aſide the ſplendor of 
the great, we lack little to carry us 
through the extent of his kingdom : 


the natural hoſpitality of the people 
to travellers, will amply ſupply the 
reſt, | 


« Tho' my heart, continued Ar- 
paſia, preſaged approaching ill, I con- 
cealed it from my father, and appa- 
rently acquieſced in his propoſal, 

H 4 from 
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from the diffidence I had of offering 


my own judgement, in oppoſition to 
the matured defire of more ex- 
perienced age. We conſequently ſet 


off the next day, and bid a ſighing 
adieu to happineſs, to eaſe, and to 


unruffled tranquillity, We travelled 
ſeveral days, and took our paſſage in 
one of the trading veſſels of thoſe 
parts, when our inauſpicious and way- 
ward deſtiny renewed its perſecution. 
A ſtorm ſuddenly ariſing, ſet our 
feeble efforts at defiance :—the fire 
of heaven ſeemed to ſpread around 
us 


( 105 ) 


us inevitable deſtruction, and the 
tempeſtuous waters wantoned in our 


approaching downfal, as if rejoicing. 


that we ſhould ſoon be immerſed in 
the unfathomable deep. Thus awed, 
our affrighted hearts beating with 
horror, —death, in all his variegated 
terrors grinning ghaſtly in our faces, 
we remained for ſeveral hours, till a 
mercileſs wave, regardleſs of our 
fears, and in contempt of our prayers, 
caſt our little bark upon a rock, and 
launched the greateſt part of us on the 


borders of immenſity and eternity.— 
From 


x 106 ) v4 


From that moment I became inſen- 
ſible to all about me, and inſenſible 
ſhould have continued, but for the 
bounty of divine effuſion, which ever 
and anon convinces mortals of its 
wiſdom and unalterable laws. The 
firſt idea J formed of what befel me, 
after reaſon irradiated my mind, and 
reſumed its throne, was in the caſtle 
you ſaw me, to which I had been 
conveyed a few days before my deli- 
verance; yet I am totally ignorant in 
what manner, and to what particu- 


lar accident I may attribute ſo won- 
derful, 


„ 
derful, and ſo providential a cir- 


cumſtance.“ 


Juſt as Arpaſia had thus obliging- 
ly finiſhed her hiſtory, and the day 
growing inſufferably hot, Omar, Ze- 


| mira, and Sadi, to whom ſhe related 
A it, propoſed going a little way out of 
the road, to ſhare a repaſt, before we 


proceeded further on our journey. 


All but Arpaſia readily conſented; 
but grief had fo effectually preyed on 
. her exhauſted ſpirits, that ſhe ſeemed 


, alto- 


( 1268 ) 


altogether indifferent about any thing 
which would at all contribute to the 


procraſtination of a life already on the 


verge of immortality. 


She, however, agreed to accom- 
pany us; but while we were conſol- 


ing her, and endeavouring by every 
method in our pewer to alleviate her 
diſtreſſes, under the goodneſs of Alla, 
in our unexpected deliverance from 
impending ruin, we heard a ruſtling 
among the trees; and at that inſtant 
our faith forſook us. 


How 


( 109 ) 


How feeble is the heart of man, 


and how little are we acquainted 


with ourſelves, in deſpite of repeated 
and conſtantly recurring inſtances of 
our fallibility ! We now expected to 
be devoured by the prowling tenants 
of the foreſt, or encompaſſed by foes 
equally dangerous, tho' leſs ferocious, 
our own ſpecies : But what, oh what 
was our ſurprize at an aduitional in- 
ſtance of heavenly munificence, when 
this imaginary danger proved the 
ſource of unparalleled glee. 


Upon 


4 CC 


o_ . 
— 4 —— —— — — 4 
* N 2 * * «© 
—— — — — — — 
— - - I 


— 
OO ME —ä) ——?—7＋4t. oe nu 


— _ —_ 


C 
* =" Te * v 


-y 
Ld : 


— <7 WIS. 


—— 
— — —— 


— — — 


2 — 


— 


5 
| 
\ 


In, —˖ð — — 


— — 


— 
— — — 
—U— —-— — — 


el 2 * 
72 < * -” rn © Iz - 
1 * » _ - 
_ o * — 
6 TW ** » bd OY 1 0 * a 
— 7 — 1 * 4 8 HE y 0 
= L mn — 2 — 7 
2 S655 * — * bk "HERS 0 : "= Pry 
— — —— ——_— _-. — * -S -- _ . — * * 
2 K — _ — * — — * 
. 
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Upon firſt hearing the poiſe, we 


ſtartled, and filence ſucceeded our 
apprehenſions. Our ſuſpected dan- 
ger now diſſipated in our thoughts, 
and our countenances fluſhed at the 
Joyful object then preſented before us. 
Twas the father of Arpaſia, who had 
been in captivity with his daughter, 
at the ſame place of confinement, 
and who, unobſerved by us, made his 
eſcape at the fame time. Directed 
by the inſpiration of Gop, he ar- 
rived, where we now had the happi- 
neſs of ſeeing him. To attempt a 

deſcrip- 


6 288 


deſcription of the mixed emotions we 
all felt, would baffle the utmoſt 
ſtretch of ingenuity, and turn the finer 
feelings of the ſoul into a faint re- 
ſemblance of intellectual bliſs. 


Not onlyArpaſia, but her royal fa- 
ther, were ignorant of what paſſed 
between the hour of their ſeparation 
and the time they met, the angel 
who ſuperintends the virtuous, and 
guards their ways, having, in com- 
paſſion to their long ſufferings kept 
them in that ſtate of inſenſibility till 


im- 


( mts" } 


immoveable and fixed fate had en- 
forced its indiſpenſible decrees. We 
now exulted in the enjoyment of the 
unexpected ſociety of thoſe we loved ; 
and with grateful hearts and chearful 
ſteps, travelled on to the imperial city 
of Bagdad, the ſeat of never-fading 
pleaſure and delight; the luxuriant 
garden of earthly paradiſe, Arpaſia, 


'£ 
1. 
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and the prince her father, remained 

at my houſe in diſguiſe ; when re- 

ceiving the agreeable news that his 

brother, availing himſelf of the diſſa- 

tisfaction and jealouſy that reigned in 
the 
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the rajah's camp, marched a conſider- 
able force to the vicinity of Bir, and 
erected his brother's ſtandard, which 
the people univerſally reſorted to. 
Arpaſia's uncle gave the rajah battle; 
defeated his army, and put him and 
his leading officers to the ſword; tak- 
ing from him that kingdom which 
was originally acquired with injuſtice, 
and ruled with tyranny, The intel- 
ligence was too important to admit 
his longer ſtay at Bagdad ; he there- 
fore prepared for his departure, and 


conferred an honour upon me no leſs 
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ſingular than unforeſeen. Arpaſia 
and my ſon, having from the mo- 
ment they beheld each other, mutu- 
ally conceived an inviolable but re- 
fined paſſion, a mutual attachment 
of courſe followed. My ſon was an 
only child ; and as he rather encou- 
raged than endeavoured to ſuppreſs a 
flame which warmed his boſom with 
irreſiſtible ardor, he dutifully ſolici- 
ted my conſent to the union of our 
families; an honor, and a deed of 
too much importance to their wel- 
fare and happineſs, for a father to 

prevent 


( 22s } 


prevent, They therefore, with my 
approbation, ſet off for Bir, where 
their marriage was publicly ſolemni- 
zed amidſt the conjoint plaudits of a 
My 
daughter Amora married the Emir 
Effendi, by whom he had two child- 


ren; but as no ſyſtem of human 


zealous and loyal people. 


happineſs is perfectly free from care, 
Sadi had the misfortune of loſing his 
daughter, who was carried off by a 


gang of barbarians ; and Emir Ef- 


fendi has experienced nearly a ſimilar 


diſaſter with reſpe& to his only ſon, 
5 Fe. and 
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and heir, of whoſe condition he 1s to- 


_ tally ignorant. 


« Death ſoon after viſiting Zelis, I 
have retired from the world to finiſh 
the remainder of my days, if poſſible, 
in peace and piety; ſteadily relying 
on the will of Alla, and ſubmiſſively 
yielding to all its operations ; ſo as 
through a perfect reſignation, to ſe- 

cure to myſelf the ſureſt and moſt 
ready road to ſerenity and con- 


tentment.” 


Thus 


( 217 ) 


Thus the hoary-headed Derviſe, 
whoſe hairs, like the ſacred ſage, as 
recorded in holy writ, were nearly 
brought in ſorrowtothe grave, courted 
ſolitude for contemplation, and retire- 
ment for happineſs; perſuaded that, 
glorious and perfect as man was 
primitively formed by his maker, ſo- 
ciety (in which his jarring paſſions 
perpetually fruſtrate his purſuits, 
through habitual luxury, vanity, and 
ſelfiſhneſs) tends to make him im- 
pious; and thence annoy the parox- 
iſms of eaſe, which only enhance his 


return- 


( 118 ) 


returning wretchedneſs. Thus his 
mind to him was a kingdom; and 
while worldly beings were amuſed by 
the drums and rattles of ambition, 
the toys of ſenſuality, and the empty 
gratifications of voluptuouſneſs, he 
looked for the more ſolid enjoyments 
of piety and philoſopy, in a fituation 
ſequeſtered from the vices .and follies 
of men. 


Previous to the departure of Omar, 
the Derviſe,out of reſpe& to the great 
author of nature, and in commemo- 


ration 


( 9 ) 
ration of his fellowſhip, preſented 


| him with the following verſes, com- 
| poſed in the ſerener moments of a 


lulled and rapturous ſoul. 


CREATION: an Ops. 


From chaos wrapt in drear repoſe, 
Creative beauty firſt aroſe, 

And forc'd the bars of night; 
Primeval robes the ſkies adorn, 
Aurora uſher'd in the morn, 


t | And hail'd celeſtial light 


I 4 | Refulgent 
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Refulgent Phœbus from afar 
Aſcended his triumphal car, 
Faint image of his God; 
The Moon, on her enamell'd throne, 
With other worlds in concert ſhone, 
Spontaneous at his nod. 


Obſequious elements ariſe, 

He ſpread the curtain of the ſkies, 
And cry'd, —let this be ſo: 

He bade old ocean roll along, 

And Neptune wield his trident prong, 
And taught their waves to flow. 


The howling winds, which long had lain, 
Safe lock d within the vaſt domain, 

Of ſable night ſurvey'd ; 
The mighty change; and as they heard 
The awful mandate, at his word, 

They trembled and obey'd. 


Then 


«= 
Then order inſtantaneous ſprung, 
The planets heav'nly peans ſung, 
And time began his ſway ; 
Th' hours well pleas'd their limits knew, 


On ſilken wings the moments flew, 
And drew the line of day, 


Ere death afſum'd his ghaſtly reign, 
Or diſcord trod the virgin plain, 

And ſtain'd the earth with blood; 
Th'Almighty fatisfy'd, ſurvey'd 
The new-created world, and ſaid 
«> The univerſe was good.“ 


Well pleas'd, in wiſdom he decreed, 
Creative life ſhould next ſucceed, 

To crown th' wond'rous plan; 
He breath'd—and lo, the lab'ring earth, 
Drew animation from his breath, 


Then gave the whole to man. 
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Say, from what dæmon did the ſeed 
Of diſobedience firſt proceed, 
And in his boſom lurk ? 
For vaſt, oh vaſt, muſt be the crime, 
To cruſh perfection in its prime, 
And blaſt the mighty work! 


But pity left her ſoothing ſeat, 
And mercy ſuppliant at his feet, 
For helpleſs man implor'd; 
Th'Almighty, merciful as juſt, 
Remember'd—that he was but duſt, 
And ſheath'd the vengeful ſword. 


Great God of all! when I ſurvey, 

Th' alternate rounds of night and day, 
Thy bounties too explore; 

Or ſee ſucceeding ſeaſons roll, 

And trace thy works from pole to pole, 

I tremble and adore. 


6123) 


Nor leſs thy thunder ſpeaks thy power, 

The troubled and the tranqui hour, 
Submiſſive plaudits raiſe! 

The gliding ſtream, the roaring ſeas, 

Tempeſtuous winds, and fanning breeze, 

Alike beſpeak thy praiſe. 


Oh, may not man, above the reſt, 

Of all thy works ſupremely bleſt, 
Leſs gratitude diſplay ! 

But conſcious of the gifts beſtow'd, 


Revere the ſource from whence they flow'd, 
Nor queſtion, but obey, 


The compoſure of imagination in 
which this ode appears to have been 
written, proves that he who im- 
te plores 


(x24 ) 
e plores ſtrength and courage from 
ce above, ſhall find danger and difh- 
« culty give way before him:“ and 
that he who, overtaken by a variety 
of misfortunes, under providence, ap- 


peals to wiſdom for relief, will never 


be diſappointed. 


The care of omnipotence towards 
thoſe whoſe communion with the 
Dir is ſincere and conſtant, 
is the healing balſam of wounded 
minds; and teaches us, though 


late and long bewildered in the 
falſe 


( 125 ) 
falſe and dazzling purſuits of an aſ- 


piring life, to cure the conſequent 
malady by beginning anew our jour- 
ney and warfare to content and 
heaven! 


O F 


ABD AL L' A 


MAR, having thanked the Der- 
vile for the moral inſtructions 
he had communicated to him, took 


his leave, with intent of purſuing his 
pilgrimage to Mecca, The ſun be- 


gan to tinge the horizon with gold, 


and 


(1328) 


and Aurora with her fainter rays re- 
tired, having firſt prepared the way 
for his majeſtic aſcending. He had 
ſcarcely left the Derviſe, before he 
overtook a young man, in the habit 
of a pilgrim; and as he ſeemed to 
be travelling the ſame way, he ſaluted 
and hailed him welcome, which the 
ſtranger, with great affability, return- 
ed. There is a ſecret ſympathy in 
congenial ſouls, that baniſhes diſtruſt, 


and wins the heart by an impercep- 
tible attraction, Such was the caſe 


with Omar and his fellow traveller. 
The 


( 129 ) 


The inſtruction, as well as entertain- 
ment Omar had received from the 
converſation with the Derviſe, inſpired 
him to impart his ſatisſaction to the 
pilgrim. 


N 


They had not travelled far before 


they entered a bazan, or public place 
where the merchants expoſe their ſe- 
veral articles to ſale, Every one 
ſeemed intent on their various call- 
ings, and diſplayed an eagerneſs and 
ſolicitude for the acquiſition of wealth, 
which abſorbed the pleaſures of the 

Vor. 1 K pteſent 


( 730 ) 
preſent moment, in purſuit of a ca- 
ſual and uncertair advantage. Thus 
it is, ſaid the pilgrim, that the child- 
dren of Adam deceive themſelves 
with the dglufive expectations of 
ſomething beyond their reach, and in 
graſping at future,they loſe the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe bleſſings which they 
immediately poſſeſs. 


« My father, continued the pilgrim, 
was a merchant of great eminence 
on the coaſt of Coromandel, in which 


profeſſion I was educated ; and in 
which 
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which he honorably acquired a con- 
ſiderable and metited eſtate. But 
the infatuated zeal of party involved 
him in a cauſe which ſoon opened 
the way fcr a train of conſequent, 
tho' undeſerved affliction, —When a 
man is once launched in the fea of 
political trouble, it is difficult to moor 


in the harbour of eaſe, or regain the 


felicity which can be only known 
within the latitude and moderation of 


private life, 


C21 


» Having once embarked, he was 
- 8 mai of too much eminence to re- 
treat unnoticed. He therefore, of ne- 
ceſſity, contributed to the ſupport of 
meaſures he had openly approved.— 
It is an invar able rule in eaſtern 
politics, that a ſuperiority of force 
claims the privilege of ſuperior right, 
and that juſtice lies in the uncon- 
querable law of arms. Hence, a 
powerful prince is perpetually warring 
with a feeble one, under the ſanction 
of very trivial, if not imaginary 
grievances ; who generally becomes 

the 


1 


the innocent victim to more trium- 
phant art. | 


« Zadiff, who was the nabob of a 
feudal province, tributary only to the 
Great Mogul, and who received fre- 
quent injuries from the illegal incur- 
ſions of the Mahratta chiefs, reſolved, 
if poſſible, to curb the growing in- 
creaſe of their power, and impede their 
wanton depredations, / 


« Several other princes beingequally 
intereſted in the extirpation of theſe 


ge- 
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general invaders, he concluded that a 
coalition of parties might be formed 
againſt them, ſo as to effect this grand 
and ſalutary purpoſe. 


25 Vacqueels, or ambaſſadors, were 
accordingly diſpatched, with full 


powers, and ſuitable preſents*, to 


the ſeparate ſtates, who approved 
of the hoſtile intent, and promiſed to 
unite in a cauſe which ſeemed to 


foretel 


* It is the uſual cuſtom of the country, 
whenever an ambaſſador is ſent to a foreign 
power, to accompany his ſuit with perſua- 
five preſents. 
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foretel ſucceſs, and the unavoidable 
increaſe of their reſpective intereſts, 


ce But there are men who can fatten 
on the vitals of their bleeding coun- 
try; revel amidſt the horrors of war, 
and ſmile at a nation's overthrow. 
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t Altho'he had aſſured himſelf of a 
ſteady and co-ercive exertion of their 
arms in the moment of neceſſity, fo 
little did they obſerve the punctual 
performance of their promiſe, that 
they abandoned their enterprize, and 

I: from 


( 

from motives of puſillanimity, or 
reaſons leſs excuſeable, left Zadiff 
and his party to ſink beneath the 
weight of diſtreſs and diſappoint- 
ment. The moſt zealous of his 
friends aſſiſted him to the laſt, till 
their treaſures were exhauſted, and 
- diſgrace (which in ignorant and am- 
bitious minds is the conſequence of 
poverty) enſued. My father retired 
to an obſcure habitation, far diſtant 
from his former reſidence, where 
grief anddiſappointment ſoon brought 
him to eternal reſt. Thus, from 


being 


* 7} 


being born the hereditary child of 
fortune; I became the heir of want; 
inheriting a painful ſenſe of my ne- 
cefſities My finances were too low 
to follow the profeſſion of a mer- 
(chant; and my credit was of little 
value on the great exchange of life, 
where fortune is the touchſtone of 
reputation. Nature having bleſt me 
with a well-formed perſon, and a 
moderate ſhare of underſtanding, with 


a turn of mind inclined for humour, 


mirth and jollity, I conſidered inven- 


tion as the fiſter of want, and ſought 


a live- 


Err 


( 38. ) 


u livelihood from thoſe abilities which 
Hitherto lay uſeleſs and unemployed, 
I practiſed thoſe arts, though in a 
lower ſphere, which paſs current 
in the world; and for ſome time fed 
on the follies of mankind. Accident 
Having thrown me in the way of 2 
company of mimes or actors, I joined 


their jovial, but vagrant band, and en- 
deavoured with them to obtain, at 
beſt a poor ſubſiſtence, although in 
a profeſſion at the name whereof my 
Slood had often recoiled. 


« There 


( 139 ) 


<« There is ſcarce a ſituation, ho 
completely wretched, but has its in- 
tervals of happineſs; and cuſtom ren- 
ders even the cup of life ſupportable 
to us, when inured to that ſtate, be it 
what it may, which the rota of for- 
tune may turn us to. In an occupa- 
40n I had Jong confidered as con- 
temptible, it was now my ambition 
to excel; and pride urged my en- 
deavours to ſurpaſs all others in the 


{cenic art. 


Our 


( 140+) 


* Our ſucceſſes proved as various as 
the diſpoſition of the people; and our 
vocation led us through all the viciſſi- 
tudes to which the indigent ate 
hourly - expoſed. It was ridiculous 
and diverting to behold a tattered 
group of kings and courtiers, make a 
triumphal entry amidſt a curious and 
gaping multitude, who generally took 
the alarm at our annunciation, and 
honoured us with a mocking levee. 
Yet what are kings and courtiers at 
beſt ?=their pomp is pageantry, and 
their greatneſs vanity !—I was little 


a Wake 


( 141. ) 


aware of the hardſhips incidental -to/ 
my new adopted life, and that I was 
compellable by cuſtom to carry the 
marks of my profeſſion on the habi- 
liments of my perſon. Tho ſuffi- 
ciently nimble for a merchant, or one 
who was not to derive a ſubſiſtence 
by mere dint of activity, I was deſti- 
tute of that agility requiſite to enſure 
applauſe; and I had very narrowly 
eſcaped breaking my limbs, in train- 
ing them to this novel, tho' neceſſary 
purpoſe, Content with walking on 


the ground, I never expected I ſhould: 
be 


( 142 ) 


be under the neceſſity of dancing in 
the air, or exhibiting a hornpipe on the 
narrow ſurface of a rope. In fact, I 
might certainly be ſaid to move in a 
new ſphere, as frequently in the air 
as on the earth. The natural attach- 
ment of my perſon to the latter, 
made me ſometimes feel the fatal 
effects of its attraction. In this ſitu- 
ation I contented myſelf for upwards 
of two years, ſubject to the ridicule 
of the rich, and the ignorant, tho' fa- 
vourable plaudits of the poor. At 
an exhibition before the ladies of a 

certain 


( 143 ) 


certain Omrah®, it was my misfortune” 


to pleaſe, and render myſelf conſpi- 
cuous in the part allotted me. A 
lady named Zemira, having caſt an 
eye of partiality on me, imparted her 
deſigns to a confidante, thro whom 
I received an invitation in the garden 
behind the palace, on the ſucceeding: 
night. The affignation flattered my 
vanity, and my pulſe beat bigh at 
the thought. My imagination figured 
to me the charms of my dear incog- 
nita, more lovely than a Sajedan 


* A lord. 


angel, 
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(' 144 ) 


angel, and I melted in tranſport at 
the flattering joy. The hours of 
dalliance looked ripe with tender- 
neſs, and ſportive loves ſeemed wait- 
ing our rencontre. Pull of theſe 

tranſporting ideas, I diſpatched the 
ambaſſadreſs of ſuch a welcome miſ- 
ſion, to the queen of my deſires, and 
adored an object I had never ſeen.— 
Such is the enchanting force of fancy, 
and ſuch the figurative bliſs we reap 
from the dictates of a warm antici- 
pation. - The nature of my profeſ- 
ſion gave me a reliſh for novelty, 
and 


( 145 ) 


and an amour, in particular, favoured 
the exertion of it. But a little time 
ſoon made me with I could drop into 
the lap of annihilation, or be any 
thing but what I was. Whether 
ſuſpicion led to a diſcovery, or other- 
wiſe, I know not, but I had not 
been long ſeated in the alcove, before 
hearing the cautious ſteps of a perſon 
near the place of appointment, I 
concluded it muſt be the dear, the 


angelic Zemira ; and with more pre- 


cipitance than prudence, I flew to 
meet her, The darkneſs of the night, 
Vor. I. L tho' 
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( 246 ) 


tho' favourable for the completion of 
our wiſhes, reverted its effects on me; 
and inſtead of falling at the feet of 
Zemira, I fonnd myſelf proſtrate be- 
fore Abdat the Omrah. An indif- 
ferent and unconcerned ſpectator muſt 
have been diverted at the mutual 
aſtoniſhment that ſeized us, and the 


ridiculous conſequence. it produced, 


« Were I to have had the univerſal! 
' ſway of empire for utterance, I ſhould 
have continued filent as the grave; 
and that tongue which but a mo- 
ment 


1 


ment before was replete with a ſoft 


and overflowing language, was now 


deprived of the power of even a con- 


fuſed articulation, 


* But rage and jealouſy ſoon diſ- 
pelled the filence which at firſt en- 
ſued. Death was the ſlighteſt pu- 


niſhment I now expected; and 


torture dwelt in my mind in the moſt 


horrid of all her attitudes. I ſtood 


before my judge as before my execu- 


tioner, trembling at the riſing blow, 
= and 


( 148 ) 


and ſelf-convited of the crime for 
which I was about to ſuffer. 


« Wretch, cry'd the enraged, the 
jealous Omrah, prepare to meet the 
juſt reward of thy preſumption, and 
fink into nothing at my nod.“ 


« When he uttered this tremendous 
ſentence, he made a ſignal to hi 
guards, who uſually attend at a little 
diſtance from him, and who inſtant]y 
bore me from his ſight, loaded me 


with chains, and threw me into 2 
. cell, 


or 


( 149 ) 


cell, where darkneſs and the horrors 
of impending death ſurrounded me, 
% *Twas in vain for me to repine 
at my lot, or call in philoſophy to my 
aid. That wiſdom which holds pain 
to be ideal, I now ſeverely felt was 
falſe; and panted in my heart to 
exchange conditions with the whim- 
ical profeſſors of it. 1 determined 
that no torture ſhould extort from 
me the cauſe of my viſit; rather 
chuſing to ſuffer the moſt horrid 
death, than betray the authoreſs of 


L 3 my 


( 150 ) 
my misfortunes. Thus bewildered 
and embarraſſed, I remained *till the 
dawn of day, when my keeper in- 
formed me, that he was ordered to 
give me five hundred baſtinadoes on 
the ſoles of my feet, which affected 
me the more, as I feared fo ſingular 
a chaſtiſement would for ever de- 
prive me of the future practice of my 


profeſſion. 


te I was accordingly brought forth 
iato an outer court, where the Om- 
rah attended, who queſtioned me on 


my 


(' 19 


my motives for ſcaling the walls of © 
his Haram? to which I was invio- 


lably dumb. Enraged at my obſti- 


nacy, he commanded the ſpeedy ex- 
ecution of my puniſhment, which 
the unfeeling vaſſals of his will per- 
formed, 'till exceſſive pain left me 
deſtitute of ſenſe, and apparently 
verging on eternal night. Every 
thing was done to reſtore me, with 
intent only to inflict additional tor- 
ture; but fortunately every remedy 
proved ineffectual. I was therefore 
carried to the entrance of a diſtant 

L 4 moſque, 


( 152 ) 

moſque, where I was careleſly expo- 
ſed to the mercy of wild beaſts ; and 
nothing but chance prevented me 
from being numbered with the 
mighty dead, My body was not 
entitled to the ' cuſtomary form of 
burial, becauſe I was confidered an 
inferior; and to the haughty and un- 
feeling ſentiments of the Omrah, I 
am now indebted for my exiſtence, 
As the agony decreaſed, my ſenſes 
returned, and I trembled at reviving 
life, not knowing but I was till in 

mne hands of Abdat. A little time 
| con- 


( 153 ) 
convinced me of the contrary ;. tho”. 
I was unable to avail myſelf of my 
liberty, on account of the deprivation ' 
of my limbs.—A brother comedian 
accidentally paſſing by, could not 


ſurmiſe the reaſon of my thus laying 
naked on the ground. He attempted 


at wit on the groteſque appearance 
which I made: — l was not in a con- 
dition, however, either to reliſh or 
repay his archneſs, but implored his 
aſſiſtance in helping me to ſome place 
of ſafety, He accordingly carried 


me to a neighbouring village, where 
the 


( 154 ) 


the inhabitants, ſo far from pitying, 
refuſed to countenance a malefactor, 
or apply a-remedy to a wretch who 
had been juſtly puniſhed. 


My companion, notwithſtanding 
his firſt ſalutation, would not forſake 
me, but bore me on his back amidſt 
the taunts and ridicule of an unfeel- 
ing people, Such is the depravity or 
weakneſs of human nature, that be- 
nevolence is too often laughed out 
of countenance, and the ſhame of 
being ſingular, repels humanity, as in- 


COIM= 


( 155 ) 

compatible with the popular notions 
of the world. Tho' the honour of 
the company appeared tobe wounded 
by my diſgrace, and I was on the 
point of being expelled, a cir- 
cumſtance happened which (happily 

for me) ſoon ſettled their wavering 
ſentiments. The village to which 
my companion carried me, being in 
the vicinity of Abdat's paragana®, it 
was not long before the rumour of 
my paſſing thro' it reached his ears, 
and he judging me to be a rival in 
the 
* Or his diſtrict, 


( 280-7 


the affections of one of his miſtreſles; 
(which, he could not identify) deter- 
mined to purſue me, 'till he had 
cleared the world of an object that 
might one day avenge himſelf, by the 
means of her who thus ſecretly fa- 


voured his addreſſes. 


To this end, an edit was iſſucd, 
forbidding any one, on pain of death, 
from harbouring me; and offering a 
reward to thoſe whoſe information 
might lead to a diſcovery. I had 
learned, from fatal experience, how 

little 


{ #57 } 


little dependance was to be placed on 
thoſe whoſe neceſſities welcomed. a 
reward; and upon report of the 
mandate, I privately withdrew, leſt 
they might have wanted principle to 
have withſtood the temptation. 


« ] was now turned into the trou- 
bled ocean of uncertainty, ſcarcely 
cured of my wounds, and deſtitute of 
every mean to, enſure a livelihood. 
In this deplorable condition, I wan- 
dered under the fickle guidance of 


chance, Worn out with hunger and 


fatigue, 


( 158 ) 


fatigue, I laid me down at the foot 


of a ſmall pagoda, ſome diſtance from 


a neighbouring Choultry*, to com- 
poſe my weary and dejected ſpirits, 
There was a large flat ſtone juſt with- 
out its entrance, which I removed, 
and ſubſtituted in the room of a pil- 
low, on which I fell faſt aſleep.— 
Never did reſt refreſh me more. I 
felt myſelf relieved, and awakened 
from my ſlumbers, unconſcious of the 
gocd fortune that awaited me. 
« Upon 


* A place for travellers, open on all ſides 
but one, 


( 1599 ) 


« Upon riting from the ground, I 
felt an unuſual weight at the bottom 
of my garment, which, upon exami- 

nation, proved to be three hundred | 
gold mohrs, -with the following 
chit, 


< The money encloſed is ſent thee 


* as a trifling recompence for thy late 
© misfortunes, and to enable thee to 
© ſupport thyſelf. Thou art defired to 
"© uſe it at diſcretion ; and take this 


warning, by an immediate flight 
'* from the malice of thy purſuers.— 
Be 


(6160) 


* providence directs thee to 
Z E MIRA. 


« Unable to account for the man- 
ner in which J had been traced, I 
doubted whether I were yet aſleep ; 
or that I was dreaming in the face of 
day. But the enjoyment of food, and 


neceſſaries, ſatisfied me my fortune 
was not imaginary. 


“ Being thoroughly tiredof, as well 
as totally unfit for tumbling, and 


hav- 


( 261 ) 


having no inclination for the fantaſtic 
ſcience of knight- errantry, (in the 
out- ſet whereof I experienced fo 
much diſcouragement) I reſolved to 
employ the little fortune I poſſeſſed 
to the beſt advantage, and move, if 
poſſible, in a more reputable ſphere. 
I agreed with the captain of a ſhip 
trading to Laos and Cochinchina, 
with whom J went out as ſupercargo, 
which anſwered my ſanguine expec- 
tations. I continued ſome time 1n 
this employ, and amaſſed the ſum of 
fourteen thouſand rupees as a reward 

Vor. I. M for 


1 


for my care and aſſiduity. Surely, 
methought, fortune is now auſpicious, 
and makes me ample ſatisfaction for 
paſt ſufferings, by the hopeful proſ- 
pects that ſurround me.—But I ſoon 
found the ſad effects of her wavering 
inſtability, and was reduced to a le- 
vel with the children of diſtreſs, 


<« Infatuated by former ſucceſſes, I 
riſked the whole J had on the preca- 
rious ſea of chance; and adventured 


on another voyage, which I deſigned 


ſhould be my laſt, But fortune, of- 
| ended 


( 163 ) 

fended at my preſumption, or mean- 
ing to make a further trial of my pa- 
tience, thought fit to fruſtrate my 
buſineſs, and defeat my viſionary and | 
golden promiſes, In our paſſage to 
Sumatra, and the Streights of Sunda, 
we were attacked by a piratical 
cruizer, who boarded our bark, and 
took us priſoners. In 'vain we at- 
tempted to ſooth the ſteely hearts of 
men, who. fed on the misfortunes of 
mankind, by diſplaying the illegality 
of their proceedings, and the puniſh- 
ment that probably might one day 

M 2 enſue, 


61164) 


enſue. They ſet all law at defiance, 
and upbraided the name of Alla, and 
of juſtice, Preparations were now 
.making to diſpoſe of us to the beſt 
advantage, by turning us adrift on 
ſome diſtant-and deſerted ſhore. We 
were ordered in a boat, with one 
.caſk of proviſions, another of water, 
a ſmall quantity of powder and ſhot, 
together with a few neceſſary and 
uſeful implements. In this condi- 
tion, twenty of us (our whole com- 
pliment) were landed on a barren 
part of the continent of Aſia, and 
there 


(PF 
there left expoſed to all the ravages 
of want, and the fury of wild ani- 
mals, Common calamities reduce 
all orders of men to one undiſtin- 
guiſhing level, and ſpurn the moſt 
diſtant progreſs of imperial ſway. 


tt When we landed, each of us 
giving up all thoughts of ever more 
ſeeing our native homes, concerted” 
for a general ſafety, and to erect ha- 
bitations to ſecure us from the incle- 
mency of the climate, or the aſſaults 
of portending danger. The advance” 
M 3 of 


( 2166 ) 


of the day prevented the commence- 
ment of this neceflary work; we 

therefore lodged our proviſions with- 
in an avenue of the rock, and ſought 
ſhelcer among the ſhading trees till 


the ſucceeding morn. 


. « Fearful of making incurſions in 2 
country we were unacquainted with, 
we reſorted to the ſhore of the ſea, 
which tho' dreary and perturbed, we 
ſuppoſed, the moſt likely ſpot to af- 
ford us ſuſtenance, and the moſt 
convenient for effecting our deli- 

verance. 


( 16) 


verance. Here we raiſed our fragile 


tenement, from whence we explored, 
in the compaſs of the horizon, ſome 
coaſting veſſel; and ſupported our 
anxious lives with oyſters, which we 
gathered fromthe neighbouring rocks, 
We were deſtitute of water for three 
days, when we diſcovered the moſt 
nectareous ſtream, from whence, 
while quenching our parched thirſt, 
a moſt hideous noiſe ſuddenly alarm- 
ed us. We judged it to be the 
blended howlings of ſome of the fe- 
rocious ſpecies, in ſearch of prey,— 

Part 


Gf 5 


Part of us fled for ſafety to the ſum- 
mit of the rock ; others to the tops 
of trees ; and we all ſoon became 
ſpectators of a conflict between two 
tygers. The conteſt was furious, and 
at times uncertain ; but at laſt, vic- 
tory on one fide, and defeat on the 
other, put an end to a battle, fiercer 
than words can deſcribe. The con- 
queror, elated with his advantage, 
which produced him bloodſhed, la- 
| ceration, and pain, departed to the 


ſylvan retirement of a neighbouring 


wood. From the bleeding effects of 
: | his 


'( 169) 
his combat, we concluded he was 
gone to reſt; and having furniſhed 
ourſelves with loaded muſkets, we 
hied to the place of action. From 
the ſize of the vanquiſhed tyger, and 
the wounds he received in the fight, 
he appeared even terrible in death, 


and his remains were horrible to 
behold. 


* Near to the place where our 
aſtoniſhment was thus excited, was a 
lofty mountain; and on our way to 


it, we found, to our admiration and 
joy, 


( 170 ) 
joy, a Nulla*, of prodigious length. 
The dreadof the prowling herd made 
us doubtful what ſtep to take; but 
as water was an indiſpenſible article 
of life, we were reſolved, at every 
event, to riſk a trial in eſtabliſhing an 
abode within reach of it. We ac- 
cordingly raiſed three huts, each large 
enough to contain ten men, encom- 


paſſed by trenches of a proper depth. 


As ſecurity from mercileſs inva- 


ders was our only aim, it was neceſ- 
fary 


Or water-courſe, 


( 298} 


ſary to raiſe breaſtworks before our 

habitation, which, with the earth 
| from our trenches, and the branches 
of trees carefully inlaid, formed an 
impregnable and lofty battery. In- 
genuity is the offspring of danger, 
We erected our fortreſs with ſtrength 
oppoſite the rock, on which the 
creatures of fury but ſeldom venture ; 
and by a flight of irregular, though 
eaſy ſteps, we aſcended or deſcended, 
as inclination or neceſſity required, 
To guard ourſelves wholly from 


danger, and the accidental injuries 


of 


CC oe } 


of chance, we made a chevaux de: 
frize with projecting pieces of timber, 
obliquely placed on the ſurface of our 
breaſt- works, ſo contrived as to form 
on the inſide a pleaſant chemin des 


rondes, where we occaſionally walked. 


« The building and completing. 
our huts, coſt us three months 
conſtant employ. Though attentive 
to our mutual fafety, we were 
not regardleſs of purſuits equally in- 
tereſting; and conſtantly kept a look 
out upon the rock, in hopes of de- 


ſcrying 


( 173 ) 


ſcrying a veſſel to eſcape from our 
perilous and diſaſtrous condition ; in 
which being familiarized and long 
accuſtomed, I, in particular, acquired 
courage to brave difficulty, but occa- 
ſionally ſallied out to diſtant parts of 
the country, placing land-marks as I 
paſſed, to guide my return in ſafety, 
To theſe marks, which were formed 
of rows of twigs, I gave different 
names, and arranged them in va- 
rious ſituations, ſo that I might not 
miſtake their order and loſe my 
way. | 


« 'Thuteen 


( 174 ) 


4 Thirteen revolving moons had 
Paſſed over our diſtracted heads, on 
this unfrequented and inhoſpitable 
ſhore, and we knew not how to at- 
tempt a journey by land, had we been 
bleſt with the means of carrying pro- 
viſions ſufficient for fo great and ha- 
zardous an undertaking. Both were 
impracticable, and we were compel- 
led to ſubmit to the calamities we 


could not alter. 


tc In one of my diurnal excurſions, I 


extended my journey, and penetrated 
the 


( 275 ) 


the country, to a romantic and ver- 
dant valley, where the murmuring of 
the brooks, the falling of the diſtant 
waters, the warbling of the birds, the 
ruſtling nutation of the wild her- 
bage, and the reſponſive whiſpers of 
the trees, lulled my ſoul into a ſort of 


penſive quietude, and yielded me 
more real ſatisfaction, than I ever 


remember before to have enjoyed. 


« At the entrance of the vale, 
there was a level and ſpacious plain, 
whole ſurface delighted the eye with 


colours 


{ 176.) 


colours of various hue :—the cowſl'p, 
butter-flower, clover, and daiſy, or- 
namented the verdant glades, and 
gave to the whole. immediate view, a 
faſcinating beauty. On the left was 
a ſavanna, which for its regular and 
choice production ſeemed to derive 
its uniformity from the hand of art. 
It differed from nature, though not 
more charming than her tranſcendent 
works. In this fruitful and abound- 
ing vale, I found a vaſt variety of 
fruits ; grapes, citrons, oranges, plan- 


tains, guanas, ananas, and pomegra- 
| nates. 


( 377 
granates. Lofty cedars and palmira 
trees held forth their ſpreading bran- 
ches, and formed refreſhing ſhades ; 
Spicy ſhrubs clung round their ſtems, 
and ſent forth their aromatic ſweets to 
the remoteſt corner of the ſavanna.— 
The whole formed an enchanted 
ſcene, and pictured the reſidence of 


ætherial ſpirits, the immaculate ſeat 
of innocence and bliſs, 


« Loſt in the animating proſpect, [ 
wandered amidſt the odours of ſpon- 
taneous productions, confuſed. and 
Vor. I. „ 
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enraptured in the objects of imagi- 
nation. The glowing and fatiguing 
heat of - the day; the benign in- 
fluence of the dying breeze, ſinking 
in the placid arms of Zephyr, com- 
poſed me, and I reclined my wearied 


frame on the couch of a moſſy bank, 
while my ſenſes were loſt in unſuſ- 


picious ſlumbers. 


Never did I experience the effects 
of fancy in the regions of a ſleeping 
mind, more than now, when the 


conflicting: ideas which rendered, at 
inter- 


- 
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intervals, my fleeping moments un- 
eaſy, inſtantaneouſly forſook me, and 


were ſucceeded by viſions correſpon- 
dent with the place in which J lay. 


« My imagination travelled over 
the world, and preſented to my mind 
a regular and immenſe variety of un- 
bounded pleaſures. | As I had never 
enjoyed a ſound and unruffled hour 
of reſt fince I was landed with my 
companions on the Aſian coaſt, na- 


ture Juxuriantly indulged my ſleep. 


N 2 Know- 


( 


© Knowing my companions were 
ſupplied with proviſions, and unſuſ- 
picious of the event which, fortu- 
nately for them, had happened in my 
abſence, I determined to ſearch out 
this bleſſed ſpot, and ſpend another 
day within its fanciful and thought- 
inſpiring domain, where every tree 
and ſhrub tendered me a plentiful 
and choice variety of refreſhment,— | 
But ſtill cautious of my health, while 
plenty poured forth the ſtores of her 
cornucopia upon me, I partook of 


them with parſimony. I now pur- 
ſued 


(00 4 


ſued my way, and found myſelf in- 
cloſed with trees and bowers that 
darkened the hemiſphere: I was 
fearful at firſt to proceed, but ſpurred 
on by curioſity, I determined that no 
fear or apprehenſions ſhould impede 
my journey, under the patronage of 
my benevolent Zemira, As I en- 
tered, the light increaſed its chearful 
dawn, and my tremulous paſſage 
widened before me, ſetting to my 
view a magnificent moſque ; I haſ- 
tened to it, and entered a marble 

N 3 . portico, 


+ 


portico, ſupported by pillars of tranſ- 
parent ſapphire. 


« Confounded and perplexed, yet 
thinking, if inhabited, it muſt be by 
thoſe too good to injure a forlorn and 
unoffending ſtranger, —or if unoccu- 
pied, no ill conſequences could reſult 
from my intruſion, or the gratification 
of a natural curioſity, I chaced dan- 
ger from my ſpeculations. The exter- 
nal of this lonely moſque, and the 
interior grandeur, in which art and 
ingenuity united to complete its won- 


drous 
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drous excellence, excited all my ad- 
miration. I ranged thro' all its apart- 
ments with accumulating aſtoniſh- 
ment; *till diſcovering an inner 
chamber, where ſurpriſe and admira- 
tion left me in a madned tranſport, 
At the upper end there was an altar 
of gold, covered with crimſon velvet, 
richly embroidered. The moſque 
was ornamented with hiſtorical paint- 
ings and tapeſtry ; in the centre was 
a large ſtatue of gold, and vaſes ſtud- 
ded with hyacinths, topazes, eme- 
ralds, diamonds, rubies, chryſolities, 

N 4 and 
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and amethyſts. In the golden hand 
of the ſtatue was a ſcrowl, with the 


following inſcription. 


On him who reads ſhall the om- 
© nipotent decrees of fate be verified. 
* Misfortune ſhall be his guide, and 


© baniſhment his ſole companion; tlll 
©wiſdom open the door of his deli- 


© yerance, and reveal the ſecrets I 


© contain.” 


« My ſpirits forſook me at the aw- 


ful prediction, which time only 
could explain. That misfortune had 
been 


( 185 ) 


been my guide, I was but too well 
convincedof; but that baniſhment was 
my ſole companion, appeared incon- 
ſiſtent; as I might enjoy the ſociety 
of my friends and fellow-ſufferers, 
when, and as often as I pleaſed, — 


Whatever were my ſentiments before, 
they were now altered ; and I began 
to blame the curioſity which afforded 


me ſo miſerable a preſage of what I 


muſt expect. 


* Certainly, ignorance is our great- 


eſt good, and knowledge the thorny 
road 
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road to inquietude, and doubt's un- 
bounded ſea. Not only the evils of 
life are magnified by an untimely 
foreſight, but its bleſſings diminiſh by 
an unwiſe anticipation. Happy are 
the ignorant in their labour and tra- 
vail ; wretched only are the know- 
ing and unvirtuous! I haſtened to 
my friends, with a ſmall quantity of 
fruit, and to impart to them my ex- 
traordinary adventure. 


« Jt was near ſun-ſet before 1 
| reached our pettah, when every thing 


Was 
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was filent, and forboded they were 
gone unuſually ſoon to reft. But 
what was my ſurprize, when upon 
entering my habitation, nothing re- 
mained but a few articles, careleſly 
ſcattered on the floor, which gave 


the appearance of ſudden flight and 
conſternation. 


« ] immediately ran to the top of 
the rock, and, to my grief and dif- 
appointment, ſaw ſomething like a 
fail at a diſtance ; which, upon an 
attentive obſervation „I too clearly 

found 


TT an. 


| found to be a veſſel that contained 
my companions, I hailed them by 
all the means I was capable of ; but 


the diſtance was too great to re- echo 
the ſounds I ſent forth. 


te Perceiving they did not hear me, 
Ihung the remains of my turban upon 
a towering pole, which we had erect- 
ed as a ſignal ſtaff; this alſo failed ;— 
the object gradually leflened, even to 
a ſize ſmall as a needle's point; and to 
my unutterable lamentation ſhortly 
ſunk below the horizon. I accuſed 


myſelf 
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myſelf of an unpardonable folly in 


ſtaying ſo long from my temporary 
home, and thence thus loſing an op- 


portunity of returning to my native 
country, which I feared might never 
more happen. 


« I apologized to myſelf for my 
companions' departure, and concluded 
that they availed themſelves of ſome 
happy accident, ſuſpecting me to be 
loſt or ſlain. 


The 
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«The moſt inexplicable part of 
the prediction was now verified; and 
J certainly ſhould have funk beneath 
the weight of ſuch complicated ills, 
had not I derived a diftant hope from 
the flattering, tho' probably far diſ- 


tant liberation it foretold. 


se left an habitation which could 
only preſent unpleaſing ideas to my 
mind, and returned to the ſavannah, 
from whence I could expect the 
humbleſt ſweets of conſolation. Often 
in each alternate day, did I read the 

inſcrip- 
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inſcription as my oracle, and the ſtatue 
as the repreſentative. of the magit 
under whoſe influence I was deſtined 
to remain; yet J relied on the vera- 
city of the prediction, which pro- 
miſed me deliverance, tho' ignorant 
of its wiſhed-for period. 


&« Three moons I continued in this 


_ deſerted and unſocial condition; my 
mind diſtracted and embarraſſed, and 
void of every comfort, except what 
grief and weeping produced through 
fatigue, 


Deſpon- 


6 


Deſpondence, however, giving 
way at times to hope, my ſituation 
favoured my muſe; Parnaſſus and 
Helicon were near me, Caſtalia 


flowed by me, and every thing was 
romantic about me: —I therefore 


compoſed the following addreſs. 


Auſpicious genii, who reſide 
In theſe gay ſcenes, my fancy guide ; 
Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 
And lull my wearied ſoul to reſt. 


Ve ſylphs, and ſylphid nymphs, who ſpread 
The flow'ry plains on which I tread, 

Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 

And lull my wearied ſoul to reſt, 


Ye 


l 


Ve gentle gales, that ſweetly ſigh, 

And phcenix-like; in fragrance die, 
Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 
And ſoftly lull my ſoul to ret, 


Ye ſpicy ſhrubs and tow'ring trees, 

That wave reſponſive to the breeze, 
Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 
And ſoftly lull my ſoul to reſt. 


Ve cool pellucid ftreams below, 

Whoſe waters murmur as they flow, 
Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 
And ſoftly lull my ſoul to reſt, 


Ve green-hair'd ſiſters of the flood, 

Ye brown-clad ſylvans of the wood, 
Fan reſignation in my breaſt, 
And ſoftly lull my foul to reſt, 
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But ſay, will not the genu be 

To all auſpicious but to me? 
The charm with which they are poſſeſt, 
Can never lull my ſoul to reſt. 


The green-rob'd nymphs and fairy elves, 

Have ſpread yon carpets for themſelves ;, 
Tho' they remain ſupremely bleſt, 
They cannot lull my ſoul to reſt. 


The gentle gales that ſweetly figh, 
Regardleſs of my ſorrows fly ; 
While I, alas! am too diſtreſt 
For winds to lull my foul to reſt. 


The ſpicy ſhrubs and ſpreading trees, 

That wave reſponſive to the breeze, 
Recline in peace, by Zephyr breaſt, 
But cannot lull my ſoul to reſt, 


Like 


( 195 ) 


Like me, the purling ſtreams below, 
Complain and murmur as they flow, 
More ſympathetic than the reſt, 
But cannot lull my foul to reſt, 


The green-hair'd ſiſters of the flood ! 
The brown-clad ſylvans of the wood ! 


Can only pity at the beſt, 
But never lull my ſoul to reſt. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


